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Indiana County Parks ~ Yellow Creek State Park 
October, November, December 2019 

Envisioning the Ghost Town Trail ~ Ed Patterson, Director Indiana County Parks & Trails 

“All projects, big or small, begin in the mind’s eye. They begin with imagination and with the 
belief that what is merely an image can one day be made real…” 

Ghost Town Trail Master Plan, 1992 

 
In 1991, an idea was conceived to convert an abandoned railroad in 
the Blacklick Creek Valley into a recreational corridor.  It was idea 
that was new to this area, one that was met with a large degree 
of skepticism by many. Why would people use a trail that traveled 
beside one of the country’s most polluted streams and had areas 
scarred by leftover bony piles and coal mine ruins? Why would 
tourists spend money to visit an area that looked like maybe its 
better days were long past? 
 
Yet, among the ravaged landscape were scenes of great beauty, 
places of significant historical interest and communities with                     
residents who had a captivating heritage to share.  Back then,                     
we asked people to dream of a day when a ribbon of green would 

link together communities, parks, historic sites and wildlife habitat into a continuous corridor             
that might someday connect to other ribbons of green across the region and beyond. 

Today the dream is a reality. Extensions of the trail provide links to places well beyond the      
original sixteen miles of the Ghost Town Trail.  While we reflect on and celebrate the first  
twenty-five years since the Ghost Town Trail’s opening it is interesting to imagine future             
generations that will travel here to enjoy the legacy of a dream that began many years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ice Bells 

Click red arrow box for “Water & Ice.” 

Additional October Program: Autumn Tree Identification Walk 

Due to an error in printing of the 2019 Program Directory, we omitted one 
of our popular programs.  On Saturday, October 26, 2019 at 10 AM, join                     
IUP Professor Mike Tyree for a guided hike at Yellow Creek State Park.   

Since Pennsylvania is considered one of the top areas to see autumn colors at their peak, 
come and enjoy a stroll through the woods and learn to identify the trees that are                   

producing all those vibrant colors.  Please meet at the North Shore Pavilion at             
Yellow Creek State Park.  Recommended for ages 8 and up.  Hope to see you there! 

Click on for Ghost Town Trail MAP. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZSrHhwHlUM
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/downloads/ghosttown-trail/ghost-town-trail-combined-maps.pdf


2. 

"Without new experiences, something inside of us sleeps.  
The sleeper must awaken." ~ Frank Herbert 

*1 Blacklick Valley Natural Area   
*2 Blue Spruce Park   
*3 Buena Vista Furnace Historic Site 
*4 Buttermilk Falls Park   
*5 Eliza Furnace Historic Site 
*6 Hemlock Lake Park   
*7 Memorial Park   

*  8 Pine Ridge Park   
*  9 Smicksburg Park   

*10 Tunnelview Historic Site   
*11 Waterworks Conservation Area   

*12 Ghost Town Trail   
*13 Hoodlebug Trail   

*14 Blairsville Riverfront Trail 
 

MINI QUIZ 
Can you IDENTIFY 
each lovely area 

of our 
Indiana County? 

“Rebellious leaves going out in a blaze of glory, setting trees aflame in riotous color. 
Reluctant surrender to rumors of coming winter.”  
~ John Mark Green, Taste the Wild Wonder: Poems 

Indiana County provides a plethora of autumn leaf viewing opportunities. 
So before you go—be in the know.  See how well you know the parks,                                                            
historical sites and trails AVAILABLE to you and . . . WAITING for you!   

1) Read description.  2) DECIDE area.  3) ANSWER = click on the purple answer button. 

 

 

 

 

 

With the construction of a dam, 22 properties were condemned for flood control purposes                               
 = businesses, churches, cemeteries and homes with about 65% of the population displaced. 

Here you can walk, run and bicycle.  The surrounding Army Corps property is open to  hunting.                        
 Trail users should exercise caution during hunting seasons = wearing safety orange! 

This area combines recreational opportunities with an environmental remediation project. 

Built in 1847 by Henry McClelland, Elias McClelland, and Stephen A. Johnston, this area 
 was named for the Mexican War battle fought in February 1847. 

 Between 1931 and 1956 this property once had a cottage, horse stables, a three-car garage,                   
 outbuildings and a swimming area in the creek. 

Numerous mining towns once existed along this railroad corridor.  The largest of the former towns 
 once had 230 houses, a hotel, company store, jail, and bank. 

This lovely area was originally called Straight Run Dam when it was completed by the                                   
 Pennsylvania Fish Commission in 1970.  The dam is 650 feet long and is 40 feet high at its highest 
 point.  The dam impounds a 60-acre lake.  Its deepest point is approximately 33 feet. 

https://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/smicksburg_park/history.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/trails/blairsville_riverfront.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/waterworks_park/history.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/buena_vista_furnace/history.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/buttermilk_falls_park/history.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/trails/ghosttown_trail-history.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/hemlock_lake_park/default.aspx


3. 

“Of all the paths you take in life,  
make sure a few of them are dirt.” ~ John Muir 

"There are no shortcuts to any place worth going." ~ Beverly Sills 

Be enticed by Ed Patterson’s  
photos of our beautiful Indiana County. 

Time to  
PLAN   PACK day goodies. 
GET ON OUT THERE! 

Time to NAP.  
TAKE FRIENDS TO A PARK. 

You are HALFWAY THERE! 
Maintain your                                 

ENTHUSIASM and 
 

100% 

Less 
50% 

This area was purchased in 1966-1967 primarily with federal Land and Water Conservation  
 Fund grants.  Students from Penn State created the original design for this area.  

In early spring, if you peek into this dark space you can see water dripping . . . freezing . . . 
  dripping . . . creating glittering ice stalactites (ceiling) and stalagmites (UP from ground level).  

 Damage to locomotives by acid mine water was one of the railroad's largest expenses.            
 Railroads purchased large quantities of land to protect watersheds for pure sources of water. 

 This corridor was part of the Catawba Path, a Native American trail from the Carolinas  
 to upstate New York.  (Catawba, also known as Issa, Essa or Iswä = "people of the river".  

Although no detailed written history of the Native American presence in this area is available,                     
 it is likely the Shawnee and Delaware tribes used the creek for fishing and transportation.  

This structure was  constructed in 1845 -1846.  At its peak, it employed over 90 people  
 and utilized 45 mules to produce about 1,080 tons of iron a year. 

One of the most historic sites within Indiana County, it was originally surveyed in 1774.  
  At one time the site served as a hiding place for travelers of the Underground Railroad. 

             How did you do? 

 

MOMENTUM ! 

CLICK on 
image. 

https://www.greenbelly.co/pages/most-famous-hikers-of-all-time
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/pine_ridge_park/default.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/tunnelview_park/history.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/blue_spruce_park/history.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/trails/hoodlebug_trail-history.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/blacklick_valley_park/history.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/eliza_furnace/history.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/memorial_park/history.aspx


Todd Bird Club ~ Ray Winstead 

The local organization that sponsors regular monthly meetings, weekly field trips, 
and other outings – near and far - about birds is the Todd Bird Club. All ages and               
experience levels, from beginner to expert, are welcome to attend and take part in 
any and all activities.  Regular monthly meetings are held the first Tuesday of each 
month at the Blue Spruce Park Lodge starting at 7:00 PM, and meetings include a               
social time, reports of local bird sightings, and a special program by an invited                 
speaker. A quarterly newsletter is also produced.  

The Todd Bird Club is named after W. E. Clyde Todd (1874 – 1969), an eminent                           
ornithologist.  Todd was born in Smithfield, Ohio, but was reared in Beaver County, 
northwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  He was the official Curator of Birds at Carnegie 

Museum in Pittsburgh from 1914 to 1945, having initially been hired to work there in 1899.  He actually                  
continued to work there every day for another 23 years after retiring – without being paid.  He wrote the 
comprehensive, classic book Birds of Western Pennsylvania published in 1940.  (His scientific publishing                      
career began when he was only thirteen years old.)  

Todd donated 132 acres in Butler County to the Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania to form the                     
Todd Sanctuary (now renamed the Todd Nature Reserve and containing 334 acres). 

For more detailed information about Todd see a memorial article about him at https://sora.unm.edu/sites/
default/files/journals/auk/v087n04/p0635-p0649.pdf .  Snapshot quotes below come from that memorial. 

 “Among his colleagues, Mr. Todd was famous for his almost fanatical meticulousness with curatorial detail.” 

“Todd was devoutly religious, superimposing a strong belief in spiritualism on a straight-laced Methodism.” 
“He rigidly observed the Sabbath, and would not permit any periodical into his home that contained                           
advertisements for alcoholic beverages. He abhorred smoking.”  He did not drink coffee or tea.  

Although some people considered him to be cantankerous, he also did have a sense of humor.                            
“Although he had strong opinions, he was not argumentative.”  

“It would be a mistake to think that 
his taxonomic conservatism was 
dogmatic.  He carefully                    
considered each case on its merits, 
and then drew generic and specific 
lines where he really believed they 
should be.”  

“Perhaps nothing in Mr. Todd’s secular life was as important to 
him as his association with the American Ornithologists’                   
Union,” and “He was elected Fellow Emeritus in 1968.” 

The Todd Bird Club’s website is http://toddbirdclub.org/ ,                
and you are encouraged to come check us out!  For more                     
information contact Margaret Higbee via email at                         
bcoriole@windstream.net. 

Take a 3 minute break and watch the YouTube “Birding Basics & Beyond”.  Click   

4. 

To Be A Bird ~ © Tim Graham 

The Eagle soars, then comes to rest, 
  atop an impossible tower. 
The Eagle soars from the seat of Power. 

The Owl watches, patiently perched, 
  atop a moonlit roof. 
The Owl watches from the seat of Truth. 

The Lark sings, a melody made, 
  atop the clouds above. 
The Lark sings from the seat of Love. 

To be a bird!  To be all three!!! 
  With enough Love, 
to find the Truth and Power in me. 

https://sora.unm.edu/sites/default/files/journals/auk/v087n04/p0635-p0649.pdf
https://sora.unm.edu/sites/default/files/journals/auk/v087n04/p0635-p0649.pdf
http://toddbirdclub.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEFGIPKjSGA


Reminder: Have FUN by Hand Feeding the Birds at Blue Spruce Park! ~ Ray Winstead 

This note is a reminder that Black-capped Chickadees (1), Tufted Titmice (2), White-breasted Nuthatches 
(3), and a Downy Woodpecker (4) are known to fly down and eat right out of your hand.  Many people 
now go out to Blue Spruce to feed the birds by hand, having learned about it through "word of mouth." 

The birds really like a combination of the small black oil sunflower seeds 
and peanuts that have been taken out of their shells.  Some individual 
chickadees prefer the sunflower seeds, while other individual chickadees 
prefer the peanuts.  The Tufted Titmice and White-breasted Nuthatches  
prefer the peanuts, but they will  also eat sunflower seeds.  (Small black oil 
sunflower seeds and peanuts that have been taken out of their shells are 
available at Indiana Feed & Supply, 1060 Water Street in Indiana, PA   
- and sometimes at Tractor Supply, 2000 Shelly Drive.)  Wear a glove for  
the tiny bird feet to grip onto. 

You are encouraged to try it out for yourself!  You will be glad you did!  See the map.                                                                
For more information see the website http://raywinstead.com/chickadeesHowItStarted.shtm. 

 

5. 

Blue Spruce Park 

Cummings Dam 
BIRDS Swings 

Playground 

Car Car 

Surprise . . . 
Awe . . . 

Joy! 

Black-capped Chickadee size:  
4.7 to  5.9 inches long. 

Chickadees weigh a wee less than 
½ ounce!  Be THRILLED when a bird 
so tiny has trust enough to fly onto 
your hand for a cold weather treat! 

Chickadees: Nonmigratory and common in PA.  
Sexes look alike, but males are slightly larger.   

You can’t miss their black cap and black bib. Can lower its 
body temperature during cold winter nights.  They get their 

name from their alarm call, an onomatopoeia,  

chick-a-dee-dee-dee. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

http://raywinstead.com/chickadeesHowItStarted.shtm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CPwQldV8gk


"Snow was falling, so much like stars filling the dark trees 
that one could easily imagine its reason for being was nothing 

more than prettiness.” ~ Mary Oliver 

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS 

1128 Blue Spruce Road, Indiana, PA  15701 . . . 724-463-8636 
 

Rebecca Sterley, FOP Newsletter Editor 

 

 

 

6. 

Explore “Friends of the Parks” at:   http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx 

MEMBERSHIP.   
RENEW or JOIN. 

PROGRAM  
BROCHURE. 

Friends of 
the 

Parks 
An extensive 

offering of 
nature 

programs. 

First Snow ~ Mary Oliver 

. . . The silence is immense, and the heavens still hold 

a million candles, nowhere the familiar things: 

stars, the moon, the darkness we expect 

and nightly turn from.  

Trees glitter like castles of ribbons,  

the broad fields smolder with light,  

a passing creek bed lies 

heaped with shining hills . . . 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR . . . Saturday, January 25, 2020 . . . 6 PM 
FOP ANNUAL POT LUCK DINNER 

Indiana Fire Association's White Township station social hall. 
Amusing two very contented diners. 

The Luna moth (Actias luna) is a Nearctic moth in the family Saturniidae, subfamily Saturniinae,             
a group commonly known as giant silk moths.  It has lime-green colored wings and a white body.  The 
larvae (caterpillars) are also green. Typically, the adult has a wingspan of roughly 4.5 in, but can exceed 
7.0 in, making it one of the larger moths in North America.  As defense mechanisms, larvae emit clicks as 
a warning and also regurgitate intestinal contents, confirmed as having a deterrent effect on a variety of 

predators. The elongated tails of the hindwings are thought to confuse the echolocation detection 
used by predatory bats.  (Wikipedia)  Enjoy the Northern Woodlands article “Flight of the Luna 
Moth” by Susan Shea. (Click on top—male luna image.)  For the Northern Woodlands home page: 
https://northernwoodlands.org/   On the left side of their home page you can sign up for their                 
FREE eNewsletter.  I believe you will enjoy their many interesting articles. 

Female 

Male 

http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx
https://northernwoodlands.org/
https://youtu.be/UkX1aCR3Bss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSWqY5XOKcs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fUot7XSX8uA
https://northernwoodlands.org/
https://northernwoodlands.org/assets/article-pdf/TOS_Luna_Moth.pdf

