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Indiana County Parks ~ Yellow Creek State Park 
April, May, June 2019 

“Harshness vanished.  A sudden softness 
has replaced the meadows' wintry grey.  . . . 

Two NEW Flipbooks for you to explore! 
By Ed Patterson and Rebecca S. Sterley 

Chance Encounters Through the Seasons ~  The Indiana County Parks is a natural                           
resource-based park system located in west-central Pennsylvania, with 2,700 acres of parks,           
natural areas, historic sites and covered bridges along with an extensive regional trail system. 

 In our FOP Newsletter for October, November, December 2018 Joanne Henry                    
 addressed curiosity in her article “Seeds of Wonder”.  
             https://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx 
  “Indiana County Parks are so beautiful and there is so much to see and appreciate that                                             
  I wondered how to encourage more people, and especially families, to come to the  
  parks.”  Joanne emphasized “the natural curiosity that prods us to explore our world  
  and want to know more about its creatures and plants.”  Quoting Eleanor Roosevelt  
  Joanne shared, “I think, at a child's birth, if a mother could ask a fairy godmother  
  to endow with the most useful gift, that gift should be curiosity.“ 

Ed Patterson (Director, Indiana County Parks & Trails) and I (FOP Newsletter Editor) combined our 
efforts to gratify a wide range of curiosity through our new free read Flipbook “Chance Encounters  
Through the Seasons … A Photographic Journey Through Indiana County Parks & Trails”.  Through 
colorful photographs and compelling narrative Chance Encounters Through the Seasons is your 
guide to the natural attractions, wildlife and varied scenery that can be found throughout the    
Indiana County park system.  This Flipbook offers you a chance to explore, experience and enjoy 
the changing scenes throughout the seasons – all without stepping out of your door! 

Take Your Curiosity and Senses for a Walk ~ This creative and colorful book will help youth 
learn how to explore nature in the parks by using their five senses.  Suited for children, parents, 
grandparents, educators and any friend of children this guide to the curious things found in our 
parks will open the door to an exciting natural world that people often overlook. This is a book   
filled with delights and accounts that even veteran observers of nature will enjoy.   

Whether you are planning a first trip to our parks, are a long-time visitor,  
or you just want to do some armchair traveling, these books are your  
companions to what awaits you on a what could be a  

chance encounter of your very own. 

We hope you will take a few minutes to visit Our Flipbooks at 
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/flipbooks/default.aspx 

 

https://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/flipbooks/default.aspx
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. . . Little rivulets of water changed 
their singing accents.  . . . 

 
Year 2002 plus 17 years makes it year 2019 … Get ready – billions are going crawl up from underground  

to chirp and click LOUDLY at about 120 dB (decibels)  – equal to the sound of a chainsaw.   
Anticipate the Periodical Cicada Brood VIII (Eight).  By Rebecca Sterley 

In our area this year anytime between mid-May and late June the 17-year Cicadas will begin to emerge                            
approximately when the soil 8″ beneath the ground reaches 64 degrees Fahrenheit.  A nice, warm rain   
will often trigger an emergence.  Then the famous Cicada chorus begins. 

Their sound will fill the air, typically during the daytime.  The famous Cicada sound is only made by the 
males.  The males have organs on their abdomen called tymbals.  Muscles pop the tymbals in and out,  
which creates the sound we hear.  Males make different calls for different reasons, and each species has              
a unique sound.  Females can make sound too — they flick their wings to respond to males.   
A happy time for them, but extremely annoying to many members of our species. 

Why are there so many of them?  One theory is “predator satiation”.  The large number of Cicadas  
overwhelms predators, so predators are never able to eat them all.  Thus, many Cicadas survive to mate, 
and mate, and mate. 

The last time this brood emerged was in 2002.  The genus of all 17-year cicadas is Magicicada, and they are 
never green.  The three species of 17-year cicadas are Magicicada septendecim, Magicicada cassini, and  
Magicicada septendecula.  They’re all black with orange wings and legs and red eyes (some exceptions),                 
but their bodies are never green.  Some people call them “locusts”, but they are really cicadas.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Before the chorus begins, explore the many fascinating facts about the Periodical Cicada Brood VIII.   

  * Learn more about the Cicada Brood VIII:  https://www.cicadamania.com/cicadas/category/broods/brood-xiii/ 
  * Learn 17 Facts about the 17 Year Cicadas: https://www.cicadamania.com/cicadas/category/broods/brood-xiii/  

  * Report your Cicada sightings for researchers here: http://www.magicicada.org/report/report.php 

LOCUST ~ NOT a Cicada. 
 

Cicada at 64 °F ! 
I’m getting a little hot  
under my exoskeleton. 

The photos (A, B) are of the  
Magicicada septendecim 

by Dan Mozgai/cicadamania.com.  
A.) Newly emerged, molting-stage. 
B.) Adult ready to join the chorus. 

A B 

1st EMERGENCE. 

2nd 

MOLT. 

3rd Finally, ADULT. 

https://www.cicadamania.com/cicadas/category/broods/brood-xiii/
https://www.cicadamania.com/cicadas/category/broods/brood-xiii/
http://www.magicicada.org/report/report.php
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. . . Tendernesses, hesitantly, reach toward the earth 
from space, and country lanes are showing . . . (on to pg. 8) 

 
Fun–Guys in the Woods of Indiana County 
By Cheri Widzowski, Ph.D. 

Hello fellow naturalists! If you spend any time at all outdoors in our county you’re bound to notice a flash 
of color or an interesting texture among the leaf litter of the forest floor or along the trunk of a dead tree. 
More than likely, what you’ve observed are fungi (pronounced “fun-guy” or “funj-eye”).  These organisms 
are neither plant nor animal but members of a separate biological kingdom altogether – the fungi - which 
includes mushrooms, molds, and yeasts.  They play an important ecological role as decomposers, helping to 
break down dead or decaying materials and returning nutrients to the ecosystem.  As you may know, some 
mushrooms such as morels, chanterelles, and ‘chicken of the woods’ are edible, but others are highly toxic 
and can be fatal if consumed.  One of the blessings of the abundant rain here last summer and fall was the 
subsequent proliferation of toadstools and  mushrooms that sprung up, seemingly overnight, in a rainbow 
of colors.  In one afternoon’s walk, I photographed over 30 different types, ranging from the striped ‘Turkey 
Tail’ shelf fungus to a bright purple mushroom (the Viscid Violet Cort) to bright orange finger-like structures 
(a yellow coral fungus).  So when you’re walking in the woods, take time to look closely at the ground –           
you may see a rainbow hiding in plain sight! 

 

 

 

Here are some helpful online references if you’d like more information:  
https://www.inaturalist.org/lists/57681-Pennsylvania-Fungis-Check-List 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laetiporus 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantharellus 
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fungus 

Coming Soon: Nature Photography Walk!  By Cheri Widzowski, Ph.D. 
Cheri Widzowski Photography   https://www.cheriphoto.com/ 

Nature photography is more about seeing the world around you than what kind of gear you use.   
If you want to improve your nature photos, come join us for a walk at Yellow Creek State Park on                          
Saturday, April 7th, at 1:00 p.m.  We will meet at the North Shore Pavilion and walk towards the dam.             
We will chat about what makes a great nature photo and learn to look up, down, and around to observe   
the living world along our path.  We will learn to look for areas of light and shadow and for textures and 

patterns in the rocks, plants, and water.  This isn’t a gear-oriented class, but I’ll assist as 
I’m able with appropriate camera settings etc. to help you capture the images you are  
looking for.  Keep in mind that this will be a walking event, so only bring whatever gear 
you are able to comfortably carry.  And be prepared for the weather – if it rains, make 
sure your gear is weather-sealed or protected in some way.  Boots or hiking shoes are  
advised, as the trail may be uneven or muddy in places.  Water, sunglasses, hats, and           
insect repellent are other items you may want to bring. 

PLEASE do NOT eat ANY wild mushrooms 

until you consult an EXPERT or an expert source. 

Chanterelle (A) 

Turkey Tail (B) 

Viscid Violet Cort (C) 

Yellow Coral Fungus (D) 
A B C D 

https://www.inaturalist.org/lists/57681-Pennsylvania-Fungis-Check-List
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laetiporus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantharellus
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fungus
https://www.cheriphoto.com/


 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 ~ Opening day for Trout  

 

 
In the meantime . . . 

The Joys of Fishing With Your Kids ~ By Katie Gaudreau 

 One of the most rewarding aspects of parenthood is watching your little ones discover new things.  
Fortunately for my family, much of that discovery takes place outside.  Seeing their little faces light up when 
they see the woodpecker that is making all that racket, or their reactions to a wriggly worm they dug out of 
the dirt makes so many of the challenging times worth the aggravation.  Yet there is one outdoor activity 
that, no matter how many times they take part in it, never ceases to amaze them.  Fishing.  Fishing in all             
seasons and at different locations always brings new and incredible adventures and discoveries for not  
only the kids, but also for the parents (or grandparents) that take them. 

  My oldest received his first fishing rod when he was 2 years old, and my husband could not wait to 
take him to the lake.  For their first trip they went to Yellow Creek State Park and put their lines in on the 
shore close to the boat launch.  My husband thoroughly enjoys fishing and was looking forward to a nice                
relaxing afternoon with his son, but what he got was a lesson in patience and a new appreciation for the 
things he often overlooked on his solo outings.  The little guy enjoyed throwing the line into the water but 
got bored with waiting for the fish to bite, so he began throwing rocks and sticks into the water to see if the 
fish would come to the surface.  When that didn’t work, he found new uses for sticks such as poking at the 
lily pads, pretending he was a ninja and sword fighting the trees, or digging holes in the dirt to find worms for 
bait.  He fell in the water once or twice when trying to lift a rock to see what was underneath.  My husband 
finally landed a fish (I’m not sure how he managed with all the ruckus) and let his son reel it in.  The boy was 
so excited to see the bluegill on the line and squealed as it flopped when he touched it.  It may not have been 
a peaceful outing, but it did make for a wonderful photo. 

  Many other fishing trips have followed including several ice fishing                              
excursions.  For my son, ice fishing means running around on the ice, sitting in the 
shanty eating sandwiches, and sticking his hands in the holes to “test how cold the 
water is.”  Sometimes there is snow on the ice, and he will make snow angels  
or try to throw snowballs down the holes at the fish.   

             My husband always lets him reel the fish in if he lands one,  
             but that is only one of the cool things 
             he gets to do when he goes out.   

 

4. 



  
   My son has been fishing on the ice, on the shore, and on a boat, and I’m not exactly sure how 
much actual fishing he does but he always comes home with incredible stories of the things he got to see and 
do.  We have pictures of him holding bluegills, bass, and even a trout, but he thinks the crawfish, bugs, and                    
spiders surrounding the water are equally fascinating.  He is now 7 and is excited to take his younger brother, 
now 2, on a fishing trip to Blue Spruce.  I’m not sure what they will get in to, but I do know that now they             
will have thrilling “fishing” adventures together.  Just hearing their excitement when Dad says, “let’s go                 
fishing this weekend,” reminds me that whether or not they catch anything, they will have a great time                    
exploring the shore and water on the trip.  Dad just has to remember to bring a change of clothes for 
them.  Just in case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where to get a PA Fishing License  
in our Indiana area: 
Indiana Courthouse, Treasurer’s Office 
Walmart 
Online at    https://www.gonefishingpa.com 

Various fishing information PLUS requirements, 
regulations and laws. 
https://www.fishandboat.com/Pages/default.aspx 

Indiana County Parks & Trails    
Explore fishing at Blue Spruce Park,  
Hemlock Lake, Tom’s Run at Pine Ridge Park, 
and the Waterworks Conservation Area. 
https://www.indianacountyparks.org 
Yellow Creek State Park 

https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateParks/FindAPark/
YellowCreekStatePark/Pages/default.aspx 

5. 

https://gonefishingpa.com/
https://www.fishandboat.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.indianacountyparks.org/
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateParks/FindAPark/YellowCreekStatePark/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/StateParks/FindAPark/YellowCreekStatePark/Pages/default.aspx


 

FOP 2018 Financial Report by Treasurer Becky Snyder. 

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS 

Final Year End Financial Summary 

January 1, 2018 - December 31, 2018 

   

    CFA Fund 405/S&T Acct 

      

BALANCE on 1/1/2018   $2,197.55 

      

Income 2018:     

  Member Dues & Donations $3,520.00 

  CFA Net Investment $260.85 

      

     

TOTAL INCOME 2018:   $3,780.85 

      

      

Expense 2018:     

  Annual Program Brochure $471.14 

  

Program Costs 

 (Materials & Speaker Fees for  

Programs) $82.19 

  Newsletters (Printing: 4 Editions) $66.66 

  Annual Dinner (Food & Room Rental) $225.00 

  Gift to Indiana County Parks & Trails $1,100.00 

  Gift to Yellow Creek State Park $1,099.85 

  General Administrative Costs $371.85 

  CFA Administrative & Investment Fees $55.74 

  Unrealized Gain/Loss on Investments $475.78 

      

TOTAL EXPENSE 2018:   $3,948.21 

      

      

BALANCE on 

12/31/2018   $2,030.19 

   
   
   

Membership Totals:   2018 

  Households 130 

  Persons 238 

  Dues & Donations $3,520 
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A beautiful soul is never forgotten. 

Honoring James M. Rogers III (1949 – 2019) . . . By Erin Janetski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  All those who had the pleasure of meeting Jim knows what a kind, generous man he was.  Jim spent 
much of his time helping and serving others.  Along with serving as the Friends of the Parks chair, Jim also                          
volunteered for over three decades for the WIUP radio station. It was in this venue that he could share                            
his love of music, particularly folk and bluegrass.   

  Jim also worked in the Communications Media Department at IUP teaching radio and photography 
where he is remembered fondly by numerous students and colleagues. 

  Jim’s leadership, friendship, and contagious smile are dearly missed by all of us at Friends of   
  the Parks.  Rebecca Sterley, our guest speaker at the Annual Friends of the Parks Potluck Dinner, 
  said it best when she stated: Jim was very kind, had a wonderful sense of joyous humor,  
                                                      and helped enrich the lives  of many. 

  We are so thankful for all Jim has done not only for our organization, but for the entire Indiana            
community.  We would like to thank all of you who donated to Friends of the Parks in Jim’s honor.                          
We miss Jim dearly, but hope to carry on his legacy by continuing to provide quality environmental                     
education through Friends of the Parks for years to come.     

 

 

 

Earlier this year, the Friends of the Parks  
suffered a great loss with the passing of our  

Board Chair, Jim Rogers.   
Jim played an enormous role in coordinating 

environmental education programs for  
Friends of the Parks, serving as Chair since 2012.                 

He, along with his wife Cindy, have been instrumental in  
expanding access to quality  

outdoor and environmental education for the 
Indiana community through the Friends of the Parks                 

and The Evergreen Conservancy. 
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. . . these unexpected subtle risings 
that find expression in the empty trees.” 

Early Spring ~ by Rainer Maria Rilke, 1875-1926. 
Bohemian-Austrian poet and novelist. 

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS 

1128 Blue Spruce Road, Indiana, PA  15701 . . . 724-463-8636 
 

Rebecca Sterley, FOP Newsletter Editor 
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Explore “Friends of the Parks” at:   http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx 

2019 Friends of the Parks  
MEMBERSHIP.  RENEW or JOIN. 

“Daffodowndilly” 

by A. A. Milne 
 

She wore her yellow sun-bonnet, 
she wore her greenest gown, 
she turned to the south wind 

and curtsied up and down. 
 

She turned to the sunlight 
and shook her yellow head, 

and whispered to her neighbor: 
“Winter is 

        DEAD.” 

2019 Friends of the Parks 
PROGRAM BROCHURE. 

On March 4, 2019, at their regularly scheduled meeting,  
the Board of Directors of Friends of the Parks 

elected the following officers for 2019: 

Chairperson: 
  Katie Gaudreau 
Secretary: 
  Cheri Widzowski 
Treasurer: 
  Becky Snyder 
Media Coordinators:  
  Erin Janetski & Cheri Widzowski 
Program Coordinator: 
  Becky Snyder 
Newsletter Editor: 
  Rebecca Sterley 

On March 12, 2019, the Audit Committee completed and 
approved the financial review of the Friends of the Parks’ 
financial transactions for 2018. 
The Board wishes to thank  
Tom Marshall, Sonya Stewart,  
and Shannon Kundla  
for volunteering their 
time to complete the audit. 

There is no “I” in Team, 

but we sure are glad 

there is “u” in our volunteers! 

http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx

