“Summer was our best season: it was sleeping on the back screened porch in cots, or
trying to sleep in the tree house; summer was everything good to eat; it was a thousand
colors in a parched landscape…” From ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’, Harper Lee, 1926 ~ 2016

Indiana County Parks ~ Yellow Creek State Park
July, August, September 2021
Native Plant Sale Update ~ Becky Snyder

The native plant sale fundraiser was a great success!
Although the pickup day was a little chilly for May 29th, everyone received their plants
at their appointed times and things went smoothly.
Thanks to everyone who generously placed their orders for so many plants – we sold
78% of our stock – not bad for our first attempt! Also, a huge thank you to our dedicated
group of volunteers who picked up, sorted, boxed and distributed all the plants:
Lisa Meadows, Kay Snyder, Bill Anderson, Becky Snyder, Katie Gaudreau, Sue Weiland,
Ray & Dawn Winstead, Kathie & Gregg VanHorn, Sue & Ed Patterson, Allie Jacobs,
Peggy McDonald, and the maintenance staff at Blue Spruce Park.
We also want to thank Melissa Reckner with Penguin Court for approaching Friends of
the Parks with this great fundraising idea, and Kevin Guerrier and Graham Fitchko, along
with their mascot, Storm the cat, who grew all the plants for us in the greenhouse at
Penguin Court in Laughlintown, PA.

Proceeds from the sale will be distributed to the
Indiana County Park System and
Yellow Creek State Park. Stay tuned for a possible
plant sale fundraiser again next year.

“No bought potpourri is so pleasant as that made from ones own garden,
for the petals of the flowers one has gathered at home hold the sunshine and
memories of summer, and of past summers only the sunny days should be
remembered.” Eleanor Sinclair-Rhode, British gardener, 1881 ~ 1950
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The Garden of Small Hands and a Caring Heart ~ Katie Gaudreau
It is that time of year again! The perfect time of summer when things are in bloom, our part of the
world is lush and green, and the little tomatoes have started to emerge from their yellow flowers. I love
seeing the plants that I have spent so much care and energy in rearing finally show the fruits, pardon the
pun, of my labor. This year will be a little bit different, in a good way I hope, in that at the Gaudreau
household we are trying some new things. The first is trusting my oldest with his own garden and the
second is flowers.
My 9-year-old has wanted his own garden for a few years. Last year we tested his sincerity in this
venture by letting him have two of the raised beds in our garden for his own with the understanding that
it was his to plant and care for, weeds and all. It was a deal. In his beds he chose to plant several lettuces,
a pea (yes just one pea plant), a sunflower, and a few tomatoes. He did alright with the weeding, but really
shined in taking care of the plants themselves. He talked to them and encouraged them to grow, telling
each plant how nice it looked. He tried all the non-chemical tricks to get rid of the insects. Each plant was
meticulously watched for water needs, and when it came time to finally pick the ripe vegetables he gently
pulled or plucked so as not to disturb the other members of his garden family. We were impressed, so when
he again asked for his own garden this year we obliged. He has a total of 6 beds which he placed and filled
with soil himself. He is growing tomatoes; beans, green and a purple variety he thought looked cool;
lettuce, because he loves to eat it and he grew beautiful lettuce last year; carrots; melons; and some neat
flowers he saw at the nursery. So far so good. He has continued his daily check-ups on his plants, weeding
not so much, but always encourages their growth. Oh, and the gnomes. Yes, his garden has gnomes which
is a conversation for another day.

Have a
GREAT
day!

“I drifted into a summer-nap under the hot shade of July,
serenaded by a cicadae lullaby, to drowsy-warm dreams of distant thunder.”
Terri Guillemets, a quotation anthologist, 1973 2.

Yet that brings me to the other new thing we are trying this year. I have never been one to grow
flowers, inside or out. It seemed to me too time consuming with too little payout. In that I mean that with
vegetables I can eat them that day or can or freeze them for the future. Flowers give you a few weeks of
beauty then they are done for the year. Aside from that, much of our yard is shady and some places are
really wet. Not so nice for trying to grow flowers. The previous owners of our house remedied the shade
issue at least by planting hosta and lilies everywhere that they thought was attractive. Sadly, in the years
between when they moved out and we moved in those plants have since taken over every free space within
a 100-foot radius of their original planting. I have taken the shovel to them many times to stifle their
growth, but they just keep coming back! That too is another story for another day.
Back to the flowers. After attending many programs regarding pollinators and native plants, when
the Friends of the Parks hosted the native plant sale, I thought it was time I did something positive for
those bees and butterflies and plant flowers. Wanting to keep it to native plants, I chose some things from
the sale that would complement my shady and wet yard. They are all still small yet, but I have faith that by
this time next year the (left to right) milkweed, joe pye, skullcaps, and spicebush I planted will be home to
many different varieties of helpful pollinators. The flowers on those native plants will attract the flying
critters we need to pollinate the garden. My son would approve, after all, they would be taking care of his
precious tomatoes and beans.

So yes, we now have, or at least will have soon, some very pretty and decorative flowering plants
and shrubs around the house. At least it is not hosta, and those lilies are trying very hard to grow, but
I digress. The garden likewise is looking very lush and green if we can keep up with the weeds which is
always the difficult part. The Japanese beetles are also a big pain, but my son learned a method for doing
away with those that does not involve Sevin. A trick he also learned from one of the Friends of the Parks
programs. For now, though, he continues to tell his plants how amazing they are, and I sneak a few words
to my flowers that they too will do amazing things. It is all part of the grand growing circle, and we love
being a part of the process.

“Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass under trees
on a summer’s day, listening to the murmur of the water,
or watching the clouds float across the sky, is by no means a waste of time.”
John Lubbock, English banker, 1834 ~ 1913
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History of Indiana County Parks ~ Katie Gaudreau
There is no question as to the beauty and popularity of Indiana County’s many parks and
trails. Hundreds of people visit Blue Spruce Park, Buttermilk Falls, the Ghost Town Trail, and the
many other sights managed by the county. While these natural areas are public spaces now, it
took a lot of hard work to make that happen. Thankfully, because of those determined individuals,
Indiana County now has numerous public spaces in which to hike, fish, picnic, and relax.
The push for public parks for Indiana county began in the late 1950s when county leaders
and members of the community decided there was a need for public park areas. By 1967 the
Indiana County Planning Director, Isadore Lenglet, helped to direct a plan that would include
1,425 acres of park land and open space by 1980. Mr. Lenglet played an instrumental role in
acquiring and developing the first of Indiana’s County parks. While there was a larger push for
the acreage for county parks at that time, each park has its own story as to how the land was
acquired. Of those stories, the Waterworks Conservation Area is an interesting one that describes
the history of the county as well as possible remediation efforts for the future.
WATERWORKS
CONSERVATION
AREA

In 1904, Lucerne Mines opened near Homer City which consisted of 3 mines owned and
operated by the Rochester & Pittsburgh Coal & Iron Company. Shortly after World War II, the
Lucerne 3A deep mine was opened as a link between the Upper Freeport deep mine operations
and the newer mines to the north. This link was accomplished by a coal car trestle connecting
both sides of Two Lick Creek. This mine was in operation until 1967. On closing the site, the
R&P company installed an acid neutralizer to treat the water using limestone to treat the acid
mine discharge. In 1998 Consol Energy Group acquired R&P and with it the former 3A mine at
Lucerne Mines. Consol Energy later donated the land to Indiana County.

ROCHESTER &
PITTSBURGH

COAL &
IRON CO.
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With major funding from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, and other community
partners, the 3A mine was developed into a conservation area. Students from a planning design
class at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, under the direction of Dr. Whit Watts, formulated a
site plan for the conservation area that was then utilized in 2008. With the formulation of the
conservation area, a wetland remediation project was also constructed which satisfied the
requirements of the Clean Water Act. The acid mine discharge that was a result of the mining
there is treated with a silo which releases hydrated lime into the stream to raise the pH level of
the water. Many species of fish can now be found in the stream due to these restoration efforts,
and other wildlife has since made a comeback as a result of these environmental efforts.
The wetlands and conservation area have helped to restore the land and creek to their former
natural conditions.

Hydrated
Lime
The Waterworks Conservation Area now boasts shoreline access to nearly 1,000 feet of
Two Lick Creek for visitors to launch their boats and see parts of Indiana county that cannot be
viewed from a car. Brown Trout can now be found in the stream, and the areas around the stream
and wetland are excellent for places to spot Great Blue Herons and even a Bald Eagle. Even though
the coal mine had lost its usefulness, the area around the mine has been reclaimed to create a
beautiful park for people to enjoy and relax in. The story of the Waterworks Conservation Area is
an example of a success story for any former mining area in Indiana County, and we are thankful
to all the people involved in bringing about the formation of this county treasure. May it be an
example for others to follow.

Here is a link to: Waterworks Park Information | Indiana County Parks & Trails
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The Hedgerow ~ Delice A. Skelly
A TANKA poem (Japanese song,
or short verse). Five lines, with a
syllable count for each line as
5 ~ 7 ~ 5 ~ 7 ~ 7.

Hedgerow full of life
Simmers under summer sun
Wild orchid thrives as
Unbridled honeysuckle
Provides sustenance for bees.

Please note: 2021 FOP Program Cancellation:
↘ 10/17/2021 ~ Landscape Art & History at Trusal Covered Bridge (Pam Sagely).
FISHER (Martes pennanti)
Male and female fishers look similar.
Adult males: 35–47 in long, weigh 8–13 lb.
Adult females: 30–37 in long, weigh 4–6 lb.

The Elusive Fisher

2 1/2”
Fisher (front) track.
FISHER ~ Native to North America and a member of the weasel - Mustelidae family - and related to the
marten, mink, otters, badgers, and wolverines. We've been fortunate to see FISHERS - one below our
house (Indiana, PA) and another one at our house in Sullivan County, PA. We saw that one not long after
they started stocking them. The calls they make are very eerie. We had one calling in the woods at night
several years ago and it sent shivers up our spines. It sounded like a child screaming or a bird or small
animal in distress and the sound moved around. It was scary the first time we heard it. ~ Becky Snyder.
The elusive Fisher has been in Indiana County for quite a few years now. If you see a Fisher count
yourself VERY LUCKY. We are interested to know where the Fisher is in our Indiana County, so please
report your sighting and tell us your story. Please call Blue Spruce Park at (724) 463-8636.

“August is ripening grain in the fields blowing hot and sunny, the scent of tree-ripened
peaches, of hot buttered sweet corn on the cob. Vivid dahlias fling huge tousled blossoms
through gardens and joe-pye-weed dusts the meadow purple.”
Jean Hersey, author, 1902 ~ ?

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS
1128 Blue Spruce Road, Indiana, PA 15701
724-463-8636
Rebecca S. Sterley, FOP Newsletter Editor

MEMBERSHIP.
RENEW or JOIN.

An extensive offering of
nature programs for 2021.
Explore ~ Learn ~ Enjoy!

FOP PROGRAM
BROCHURE

Explore “Friends of the Parks” at: http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx
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