“It’s the first day of autumn! A time of hot chocolatey mornings, and toasty marshmallow
evenings, and, best of all, leaping into leaves!” ~ Winnie the Pooh, Pooh’s Grand Adventure

Indiana County Parks ~ Yellow Creek State Park
October, November, December 2021

TENTATIVE DATE: Saturday, May 21.

Since the last Native Plant Sale
was such a BIG SUCCESS,
the Friends of the Parks
and Penguin Court
can’t wait to hold one again in 2022!
By Katie Gaudreau

Along with many of the plants that were offered this year, several new ones will be available
again for 2022. As an added bonus, the Penguin Court will be able to offer online ordering and
payment for the plants. There are several details that need to be planned and ironed out before
next spring, but remember native plants for your yard or garden area for next year.
In preparation for next year’s sale, several board members were able to help Melissa Reckner
and Kevin Guerrier of Penguin Court with the “potting up” of some little seedlings. Watch out for
Ray Winstead with the machete, small one though it is, as he became quite adept at cutting the
small plants from each other for potting. Dawn Winstead and Kathie Van Horn did most of the
potting, while Kay Snyder and I were left with the most difficult task of labeling and watering.
We are very excited to host another Native Plant Sale and can’t wait to see our members
as well as other faces from the community come to give their support to Friends of the Parks.
Of course, the benefits it provides for our native pollinators are endless as well so keep your
eyes open for more information in the next newsletter. We hope to see you there!

Ray, Dawn, Kathie . . .

Katie
& Kay.

"Come, little leaves” said the wind one day,
“Come over the meadows with me, and play;
Put on your dresses of red and gold;
Summer is gone, and the days grow cold.” . . .
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Helping the Monarch Butterfly population flourish at the
Tanoma AMD Site, Evergreen Conservancy
Each fall, hundreds of millions of monarch butterflies migrate from the United States and Canada to mountains in
central Mexico where they wait out the winter until conditions favor a return flight in the spring. The monarch
migration is truly one of the world’s greatest natural wonders, yet it is threatened by habitat loss at overwintering
grounds in Mexico and throughout breeding areas in the United States and Canada. Without milkweeds throughout
their spring and summer breeding areas in North America, monarchs would not be able to produce the successive
generations that culminate in the migration each fall. Similarly, without nectar from flowers these fall migratory
monarch butterflies would be unable to make their long journey to overwintering grounds in Mexico. The need for
host plants for larvae and energy sources for adults applies to all monarch and butterfly populations around the world.
Evergreen’s goal was to support the monarch population.
Evergreen Conservancy applied for a grant and received over 350 swamp milkweed plugs
to plant a monarch habitat restoration project at Tanoma Wetlands through a program
called Monarch Watch. The plants were small, just inches high.
On Sunday May 16th volunteers planted the milkweed plugs at Tanoma around the edges of
several ponds. It was quite a process in the hot sun: holes were dug, 3 plugs put in next to a
wooden stake (to mark their locations), water in, dirt back in, and watered again.
Some weeks later, visitors reported seeing adult Monarchs on the plants, and then SUCCESS ~ caterpillars were seen
enjoying the milkweed nourishment that they so dearly require.
To learn more about the Tanoma AMD Site, go to:
Tanoma AMD Site | Evergreen Conservancy and then VISIT!

The egg takes 5 to 10 days, the larva/caterpillar
and pupa/chrysalis each take about 10 to 14 days.
“We delight in the beauty of the butterfly, but rarely admit
the changes it has gone through to achieve that beauty.”
~ Maya Angelou

The Tanoma Passive Mine Drainage Treatment Project was initiated in 1995 by the Crooked Creek Watershed
Association. Developed by the PA DEP, the site uses a series of ponds/wetlands designed to filter water,
removing metals, (the iron from the mine water), and pollutants. The Evergreen Conservancy acquired the site
in 2006, taking over maintenance of the site from the Southern Allegheny Conservancy.

. . . Soon as the leaves heard the wind’s loud call,
Down they came fluttering, one and all;
Over the brown fields they danced and flew,
Singing the soft little songs they knew. ~ Unknown source.
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FRIENDS OF THE PARKS ~ Final Year End Financial Summary
January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020
Submitted by Becky Snyder, FOP Treasurer.
FA Fund 405/S&T Acct
↘BALANCE on 1/1/2020 $3,205.61
↘Income 2020:
*Member Dues & Donations
*CFA Net Investment
TOTAL INCOME 2020

$2,310.00
$1,113.25
$3,423.25

↘Expense 2020:
*Annual Program Brochure
*Program Costs (Materials & Speaker Fees)
*Newsletters (Printing: 5 Editions)
*Annual Dinner (Food & Room Rental)
*Gift to Indiana County Parks & Trails
*Gift to Yellow Creek State Park
*General Administrative Costs
*CFA Administrative & Investment Fees
*Unrealized Gain/Loss on Investments
TOTAL EXPENSE 2020
$3,861.82

$445.20
$0.00
$79.03
$ 200.32
$1,100.00
$1,099.85
$472.00
$51.46
$413.96

Thank You
MEMBERS
for your
SUPPORT of
Friends
of the Parks.
You are
MUCH
APPRECIATED!

↘BALANCE on 12/31/2020
* Unaudited due to COVID Restrictions on Gatherings
$2,767.04

↘Membership Totals: 2020
*Households
88
*Persons
169
*Dues & Donations & Memorials

$2,310

“The more civilized man becomes, the more he needs and craves a great background of forest
wildness, to which he may return like a contrite prodigal from the husks of an artificial life.”
~ Ellen Burns Sherman, author

"October gave a party; the leaves by hundreds came ~
the Ashes, Oaks, and Maples, and leaves of every name.
The sunshine spread a carpet, and everything was grand;
Miss Weather led the dancing; Professor Wind, the band . . . “
George Cooper
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What is Tree Bark? ~ from Trees for Life
. . . “Imagine for a moment you are wearing X-ray glasses and you can look just below the surface
of a tree’s trunk. Here we see a layer of living tissue. Zooming in really close, this tissue is like a bundle of
straws packed together. What we are seeing is the tree’s plumbing, conductive ‘pipes’ for transporting
fluids. This tissue comes in two main forms.
The first layer we see is the phloem. Phloem is right below the surface bark and carries sugars from
the leaves down to the rest of the tree. Further in is more ‘plumbing’ called the xylem or sapwood. These
tubes carry water and minerals the opposite way, up to the leaves.
Sandwiched between these two layers is the cambium. The cambium’s job is to produce cells.
On the inside it creates more xylem and on the outside it creates more phloem.
Xylem cells die quickly. They actually have to so they can fully play their role as pipes. After a while
though, they become blocked and are replaced by newer xylem. This surrounds the old layer, which is why
a tree’s girth expands each year. The blocked tubes become the tough heartwood of the tree. Heartwood
gives the tree ‘backbone’ and is good at resisting rot and insect attack.
As phloem dies it is pressed outwards and becomes part of the bark. Many trees also have a cork
cambium layer, outside the first one. Its job is to produce cork, which also forms a major part of bark.
So taking off our X-ray glasses, the main point is that everything
outside the main cambium layer is the bark. . . .”
Web source: Tree bark facts and information | Trees for Life

“I like to take the time to listen to the trees, much in the same way
that I listen to a sea shell, holding my ear against the rough bark of the trunk,
hearing the inner singing of the sap. It's a lovely sound,
the beating of the heart of the tree.”
Madeleine L'Engle, author
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Nature’s Abstract Bark Art
At the end of autumn's job of coloring, then dropping leaves, now it's easier to study a tree's distinctive
covering – its bark. Depending on the species, a tree's bark can be smooth as wet stone or deeply ridged
with character-giving “craters.” Anatomically speaking, bark – or the tree's periderm – is a protective layer
that keeps it safe from disease, dehydration, harmful parasites, pests and pathogens.

Woodpecker acorn
cache in pine bark.

Curling White
Paper Birch.
Shaggy
Shagbark
Hickory.

Pink mottled
Redbud.
Bronze dashed
Wild Cherry.

Mystery bark ~

Perhaps a Picasso Tree? :)

"Winter is an etching, Spring a watercolor,
Summer an oil painting,
and Autumn a mosaic of them all.”
Stanley Horowitz
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The ‘Hoodlebug’ Trail ~ A Quick History
‘Hoodlebug’ (or Doodlebug) is a nickname in the United States for a type of self-propelled railcar
most commonly configured to carry both passengers and freight, often dedicated baggage, mail
or express, as in a combine. The name Doodlebug is said to have derived from the perceived
insect-like appearance of the connected units (cars), as well as the slow speeds at which they
would doddle or "doodle" down the tracks. Early models were usually powered by a gasoline
engine, with either a mechanical drive train or a generator providing electricity to traction motors
("gas-electrics"). In later years, it was common for doodlebugs to be repowered with a diesel engine.
Hoodlebugs sometimes pulled an unpowered trailer car but were more often used singly. They were
popular with some railroads during the first part of the 20th century to provide passenger and mail service
on lightly used branch lines at less expense than with a train consisting of a locomotive and coaches with a
larger crew. Several railroads, mostly small regional and local networks, provided their main passenger
services through hoodlebugs in a cost-cutting effort. The stations along the PRR Indiana branch, and their
miles north from Blairsville, PA were Smith’s (5 mi.), Black Lick (7 mi.), Rugh’s (9 mi.), Homer (13 mi.),
Phillip’s Mills (14 mi.), Two Licks (15 mi.), Reeds (17 mi.), and Indiana (19 mi.).
1887 ~ The Prairie State Incubator Company was founded. Incubators produced at the factory were used
for raising chicks from eggs. By 1913 the incubator factory was reported to be the largest in the world.
The railroad (now the Hoodlebug Trail) was used to ship the incubators to market, and thousands were
shipped to Europe. Beginning in 1937 the site was the home of the Syntron Company and later the
FMC Corporation. March of 2007 ~ The FMC plant, which was adjacent to the Hoodlebug Trail in
Homer City, closed its doors for good.
Photo 1: The Prairie State Incubator Company, wooden incubator frame assembly line area.
Photo 2: The last Pennsylvania Railroad ‘Hoodlebug’ to operate on what is now the Hoodlebug Trail is
shown departing Indiana on April 18, 1940. Note the boy with the bicycle on the lower left of photo 2.
Sixty years after the last Hoodlebug operated, the rail line was converted to a bicycle and pedestrian trail.
2.

Incubator
1.
So, IF friends ask you WHY the trail was named ‘Hoodlebug’,
you have the answer to share. NO ~ it wasn’t named after an actual BUG!
Research this trail at Hoodlebug Trail Information | Indiana County Parks and Trails.

“Then they had another train that was a one car self-propelled train, they called a
‘Hoodlebug’, and we used to catch it to go into Indiana. Then everybody started gettin’
cars, they didn’t need trains, or buses, or nothin’ anymore.” Mr. Harry Davis of Tide.
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FRIENDS OF THE PARKS
1128 Blue Spruce Road, Indiana, PA 15701 . . . 724-463-8636
Rebecca Sterley, FOP Newsletter Editor

CHECK YOURSELF FOR TICKS!

FOP OCTOBER PROGRAM CANCELLATION ~
Unfortunately due to rising COVID numbers, we have to cancel the
Blacklegged Ticks and Lyme Disease presentation scheduled for October 16
at Blue Spruce Lodge. This talk will be presented next spring instead.
A Big Thank You to Wolf Creek Race Management from Mars, PA
for the $847 contribution to Friends of the Parks in July, 2021.
Wolf Creek Race Management hosted the inaugural Ghost Creek Half Marathon at the
Ghost Town Trail in May 2021. The race organizers like to support a local organization
that works to encourage outdoor recreation and Friends of the Parks was chosen
for the 2021 race. They hope the Half Marathon will become an on-going event,
so watch for their announcement of the race next spring.

When your legs are tired . . .
run with your heart.

Friends of the Parks

An extensive offering of nature programs.

MEMBERSHIP.
RENEW or JOIN.

FYI ~ Due to the changing and unknown
situation of COVID in the months ahead,
we hope to announce in the next newsletter
information on the 2022 FOP Annual Meeting
(traditionally the Pot Luck Dinner).

PROGRAM
BROCHURE.

Explore “Friends of the Parks” at: http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx

"Fall has always been my favorite season. The time when everything burst with its last
beauty, as if nature had been saving up all year for the grand finale.”
Lauren DeStefano
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