
NEW Steps to the Bridge Over Hires Run at Buttermilk Falls ~ Ed Patterson 

The photo shows a recent improvement at Buttermilk Falls 
which consists of an additional set of steps to enable visitors            
to have an easier time to get to the bridge over Hires Run                  
and the lower section of the falls. This is what we called the 
Buttermilk Falls Phase 2 project.  

There are 72 steps in this new section. The 
contractor for the project is Vince Building, Inc. 
of Greensburg. Lumber for the project was 
provided by Schroth Industries of Indiana, PA. 
Thomas Harley Architects also of Indiana, PA 
served as the project architect.  

Visitation to the falls comes from visitors who travel from throughout the 
region. This year's visitation looks like it will be down slightly from the peak 
of Covid but we estimate that about 30,000 visitors will come to see the falls and learn about 
Fred Roger's connection to the site. Buttermilk Falls is open year round from 8 am to sunset. 
The address for the falls is 570 Valley Brook Road, New Florence, PA 15944 (so that people 
know which Buttermilk Falls we have here). Other Buttermilk Falls near here include the one 
upriver from Kittanning on Cowanshannock Creek before a series of smaller falls empties into 
the Allegheny River and one near New Castle. There are many, many other Buttermilk Falls 
elsewhere in PA and other states. 

                     Honoring a Unique Artist ~ Jacob O. Sweitzer 
Of all Sweitzer’s hundreds of paintings, only three are known to have been signed. His passion 
was painting for pleasure, not for monetary gratitude. Like other artists in 19th century  

Indiana County, Jacob Sweitzer had several lines of work to support himself 
and his family ~ his wife Kittie (Annie Wells) and their seven children.   
House painter, farmer, brickyard worker, and photographer were among  
his occupations. He was an avid reader and named his seven children after 
classical authors and characters. Read more about Jacob on pages 4 and 5. 

1. 

Indiana County Parks ~ Yellow Creek State Park 
October, November, December 2022 
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“There is beauty to be found in the changing of the Earth’s seasons,  
and an inner grace in honoring the cycles of life.” 
~ Jack Kornfield, American author/teacher, 1945 - 

Embrace 

CHANGE ~ 

Even the 

Seasons know  

when it’s  time. 

Jacob O. Sweitzer (11/09/1848 – 07/11/1948) 
Born near Homer City, PA. 



Spreading the Word About Friends of the Parks ~ Katie Gaudreau  

 In June, Lisa Meadows and I attended a meeting of the Children’s Advisory Commission    
to discuss the various programs and opportunities offered through Friends of the Parks and        
Yellow Creek State Park.  At the meeting, I was able to elaborate on the different programs  
hosted by Friends of the Parks, but specifically the ways that a family could learn about and            
enjoy Indiana County’s outdoors all for  no cost. Reminding those at the meeting that all of our 
programs are free to attend and most are family friendly got me thinking about other ways that 
the Friends of the Parks could approach public outreach.  

 As you all know, the Friends of the Parks is a wonderful organization, one that is operated 
by volunteers with programs that are presented by members of the community who offer their 
services at no charge. The programs offered cover a range of topics from worms to native plants, 
county history to  salamanders. There is something for everyone, something to learn at each                  
program no matter how many times you’ve attended something similar, and most are  
excellent opportunities for parents or grandparents and their children to get out and be active in 
nature. I know this, you know this, but a majority of the members of that meeting did not. 

 This is nothing bad about the members of the Children’s Advisory Commission, it is not their fault if                         
they’ve never heard of this amazing organization. But it does raise the question of how to reach the members                             
of this community to inform them of what the Friends of the Parks has to offer?  Have we, as a board, done all that 
we can to get the word out? Obviously we haven’t, but what more can be done? 

 This is an issue, or conundrum, that has faced many organizations like ours, it is not a new problem,                                   
but in this day and age it seems to be one that is increasingly difficult to find a solution to. It used to be that a group                   
or club could advertise in the newspaper with the result that a majority of the residents would at least see it.                                      
In the digital age, the Friends of the Parks has accounts on social media, but it is easy for a person to scroll past                           
an announcement without acknowledging its contents, no matter how neat the accompanying image is.   

 Which brings us back to the meeting I attended with Lisa Meadows, who is the  
educator for Yellow Creek State Park. While everyone in the county knows about  
Yellow Creek and the fishing, boating, and swimming, there were many people at the  
meeting who were not aware of the dozens of programs that Lisa holds throughout the year. 
Perhaps we should try to do this the old fashioned way and attend more outreach meetings 
such as the one we took part in in June. What better way to spread the word than to  
physically “spread the word.” Handing out brochures,  talking about what we do, hearing  
others at the meeting talk about the programs they would like to attend with their kids,  
lets me know that word is in fact spreading. I will gladly talk about the Friends of the Parks  
with anyone who will listen, but if I could have the undivided attention of a group of people  
at a meeting then more members of the community will learn about what we do and why we do it.   

 Again, all of you know that Friends of the Parks does wonderful things for all of our county parks and trails.  
We support educational programming that will, hopefully, get more people interested in nature, the parks, and        
conservation. This organization would be nothing if not for the support of its members, and for that I thank you.                          
I hope to repay your support by attending more meetings such as the one in June that will spread more information 
on the organization you have chosen to support.   

2. 

Autumn whispered to the wind, 

“I fall; but always rise again.” 

~ Angie Weiland-Crosby 

  



 

 
 

Patrick and Maria Brontë had six children (from oldest to youngest): Maria, Elizabeth, Charlotte,  
Branwell, Emily, and Anne. Soon after Patrick had been appointed to a parish in Haworth, Yorkshire,  
England, his wife died, leaving the parson and the young children behind (the oldest, Maria, only seven years 
old). Maria, Elizabeth, Charlotte, and Emily began attending Cowan Bridge School three years after their 
mother's death. Tragically, Maria and Elizabeth both died of tuberculosis, which had infected the school.                                                
Patrick hastened to bring Charlotte and Emily home after learning of the deaths of his two older daughters. 
Source ~ Bronte Family: Biography  

“Overall, nature plays a large and varied role in the poetry of Emily Brontë. Very often, a natural scene, 
complete with the description of a season, atmospheric conditions, and vegetation comprises the opening 
stanzas of a poem, but the main theme is not about nature per se. That approach figures so frequently 
that the first few lines often give no indication of the topic of the poem. (As with Shakespearean sonnets, 
the ultimate meaning of the poem frequently appears at the end.) For example, there are poems in which 
the description of a natural scene shifts to a different main topic, such as how things have changed from an 
earlier time when nature so appeared; or how the spectacle of  nature triggers the imagination to envision a 
world without suffering or a happy eternity. Therefore, despite the large presence of a natural description, 
such poems would appear under topical headings of “Mutability,” “Spirituality and Eternity,” “Imagination,” 
or “Death.” (Likewise, poems in those four categories have shared thematic strains.) In addition to making 
use of the natural world as a setting for a poem, Brontë uses nature as point of comparison or contrast to 
the human condition. For example, nature reflects the mutability of life and brings harbingers of mortality 
with the prospect and arrival of winter. In other poems, the beauty of the natural world contrasts with a           
situation of sadness, which serves to deepen the pathos. Foremost in her thematic depiction of nature, 
Brontë presents the idea that nature has the power to console and comfort.” . . . 

 

3. 

“Every leaf speaks bliss to me 
fluttering from the Autumn tree.” 

~ Emily Brontë, English novelist/poet, 1818-1848 

The only undisputed portrait of Emily Brontë, from a group 
portrait painted by her brother Branwell. Wikipedia 

Branwell 

NATURE in the POETRY of 
Emily Brontë. 

Click the above to read on. 

Emily Jane Brontë ~ Beyond “Wuthering Heights” 

Yes, my heart loves December’s smile, 
As much as July’s golden beam. 

Then let us sit and watch a while 
The blue ice curling on the stream. 

~ Emily 

http://brontefamily.org/history.html
https://thelivingphilosopher.com/2013/03/19/nature-in-the-poetry-of-emily-bronte/
https://thelivingphilosopher.com/2013/03/19/nature-in-the-poetry-of-emily-bronte/


Jacob O. Sweitzer, continued.   At the age of nine, Sweitzer was already showing signs of becoming a              
blossoming artist, painting on the kitchen walls of his home. He had only a few months of formal schooling 
and NEVER an art lesson. Magazine photographs, seed catalogs, and the views from his windows were his 
inspiration as age and physical debility kept him homebound.  Sweitzer painted into his 90s until he lost                 
his sight several months before his death. 

In a 1949 article (Johnstown Democrat), it was reported that a group of his paintings were appraised                           
at a New York City art gallery, where they were deemed “superior to the work of many trained artists  
country-wide” and “His paintings have a rare beauty and seem to depict the individualism of an unusual 
man. They display a delicate, old-fashioned style  with a definite trend towards nature’s beauty and          
vastness”.  Sweitzer created hundreds of paintings. Since his passing, many of his paintings have since 
been sold, but most are owned and cherished by his descendants. 

Sweitzer liked to paint en plein air (a French expression which means "in the open air") in the mountainous 
countryside and valleys surrounding Johnstown and Armagh. Landscapes and nature were his favorite 
themes, but he also produced still lifes and a few family portraits. He was born in Yankeetown, near Homer 
City, and later lived in Johnstown and Armagh where he once had a photography shop. He eventually settled 
at a home on Hutchinson Hollow Road, not far from Buttermilk Falls. 

Painting art supplies were very expensive in Sweitzer’s day. Lifelong poverty limited his purchases of  
canvasses, paints, and brushes, so he used his creative streak to improvise his art materials. In lieu of using 
canvas, a number of his paintings were applied to a variety of surfaces, including recycled items from within 
his home. The cardboard dividers (3’ X 7”) from Nabisco Shredded Wheat (which he ate daily) became  
favorite surfaces for many of his small landscapes. Paper bags, the backs of photographs, wallpaper, and 
woody fungus (tree punk) were also surfaces for his paintings. Please keep in mind that many, many of 
Sweitzer’s paintings were very small miniatures, which makes his artistic detailing so admirable. Often, he 
would paint on both sides of an item. Sweitzer was innovative and mixed his colors from plants (leaves),   
berries, and clays and fashioned his brushes from horsehair and twigs. Sweitzer had various favorite painting 
haunts and created these specific place scenes via different angles and seasons when physically able to.      
An inspired and determined artist is unstoppable! Family and painting were his passions. Jacob Sweitzer  
died before he knew that any of his paintings were of value at all.   

4. 

“Fall has always been my favorite season. The time when everything bursts with its last 
beauty, as if Nature had been saving up all year for the GRAND FINALE.” 

~ Lauren Destefano 

Plant leaf and berry paints.              Horsehair and twig brushes.            Smooth, dried fungus (punk).   Nabisco Shredded Wheat. 



Some have claimed Sweitzer’s paintings as a fine example of primitive art.  Others think  
his work is closer to being a pointillist style, using dots of pure color to create an image,  
like impressionism. 

However, Sweitzer had a style all his own. One of the things that mark his paintings                                 
is a lack of complimentary colors that most artists use to create interest in a painting.                                  
He very seldom used the color red. Sweitzer created interest with a balance of delicacy                            
and heavy-handedness. 

The saying ‘Beauty is in the eye of the beholder’ first appeared in the 3rd century BC  
in Greek.  Most works of art are made to be enjoyed on an intuitive level. Artists work on this  
level ~ seeking out just what feels right ~ and the viewer too can gain so much from  
the same approach. 

5. 

“Art is a man’s nature; 
Nature is God’s art.” 

Philip James Bailey 
(1816 – 1902), English Victorian poet. 

1. Conemaugh River  
Towpath 

2. Buena Vista Furnace  

3. Gooseneck Island on 
the Conemaugh River 

4. Gray Run, Johnstown 
area  

5. Buttermilk Falls 

1. 2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Jacob O. Sweitzer 
Gallery 



Telemetry Dataloggers for Important Creek Data Collection ~ Becky Snyder 

Evergreen Conservancy, in conjunction with Indiana County Emergency Management, received grant  
funding nine years ago to install telemetry dataloggers on five streams throughout the County that were 
susceptible to traffic accidents that could pollute the streams. These loggers measured six different                              
in-stream parameters (specific conductance, ORP, pH, temperature, salinity, and depth) every hour                                    
and reported the results to a website on a 24/7 basis.  

A solar panel was hooked to a battery pack which powered the units and a cellular network was used to 
transmit the data to the website. However, with all the major telecom providers dropping 3G service as of 
2022, the units could no longer receive cell service, so they became useless. 

In 2021 Evergreen Conservancy received grant funding from the Foundation              
for PA Watersheds and the   Colcom Foundation to install one unit that used        
satellite transmission rather than cellular to upload the data from the loggers.                    
Later in the year, the Indiana County Commissioners also provided funding to                   
purchase an additional four units. As of last week, four of the units have been  
installed and are providing stream data around the clock! 

Two of these units are located within the local park systems. One is located on 
Blacklick Creek near the Buena Vista Furnace on the Ghost Town Trail, upstream 
from Heshbon. The other one is located on Laurel Run a short hike down the                    
Laurel Run Trail that starts at the Yellow Creek State Park Office.  

All the work done on these units is provided by volunteer                            
members of Evergreen Conservancy who are also members of 
Friends of the Parks. We also coordinate with Ed Patterson to 

access the Ghost Town Trail by vehicle since it’s not easy to drag 100 pounds of sakrete,  
10-foot pipes, and solar panels down the trail by bike! 

If anyone is interested in learning more about the satellite systems, visiting                         
one of the sites, or volunteering to help maintain them, please contact . . .  

Becky Snyder at indianacofriendsoftheparks@gmail.com. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6. 

But ~ sometimes you need to  
DISCONNECT from the world 

and ENJOY your OWN company. (Unknown) 

DATALOGGER is INSIDE the protective pipe. 

No worries 
for the fish! 

YouTube ~  
What is a Data Logger? 
2+ minutes. 

? ? 
? 

mailto:indianacofriendsoftheparks@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK9AEiWl-dA


  

“Generally traced back to Celtic cultures, the Jack-o’-Lantern finds its origins in an Irish tale called  
“Stingy Jack.” The story describes the many ways in which Jack tricks the Devil into leaving him alone until,  
at last, he dies. As revenge, the Devil refuses to allow Jack into the afterlife, instead forcing  
him to wander the night alone. Jack was given a single ember with which to light his way,  
which he placed inside a carved turnip as a makeshift lantern. From this, Jack became known 
as “Jack of the Lantern,” which quickly became the Jack-o’-Lantern we know today. 

The story also explains why it’s common to see turnips instead of pumpkins lighting windowsills in Ireland 
and Scotland. Other root vegetables, like potatoes or beets, were also popular. Uncommon in Ireland,        
pumpkins didn’t become part of the tradition until Irish families immigrated to America and found the              
pumpkins ideal for carving – and scaring away evil spirits.” 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

7. 

“Kindness is like snow . . . 
it beautifies everything it covers.” 

~ Kahlil Gibran, 
Lebanese-American writer, poet, 1883-1931 

The History of Pumpkin Carving  

How to grow a GIANT PUMPKIN ~  

Ireland     Scotland 

A challenge for you.  Grow an ATLANTIC GIANT PUMPKIN! 
 

You can order the seeds via AMAZON.  And, here is the HOW 
to get your pumpkin seeds started in the Spring (7.3 mins.) ~  

The experts SECRET ~ Before planting = 

FILE the edges of the large pumpkin seeds, 
then soak them in water overnight! 

~  Lloyd’s Corner, Chestnut Hill Farms, Florida 

Turnip 

Pumpkin 

A Heads UP for you.  There will NOT be an                                                      
FOP Potluck Annual Meeting in January 2023. 

When the FOP Board selects a date/location/time 
you will be informed. Thank you for your patience. 

EVENT: October 1, 2022 PIONEER RUN/WALK 5K at Blue Spruce Park   
~ Sponsored by the Historical and Genealogical Society of Indiana County. 
Start Time: 9:00am EDT     End Time: 1:00pm EDT 
Price: $25.00 Race Fee  +  SignUp Fee $2.50 
Registration ends September 30, 2022 at 8:00pm EDT   Go online to this link to  

REGISTER and for full information . . . Pioneer Run/Walk 5K (runsignup.com) 

HURRY ~ SIGN UP! 

https://www.pumpkinfest.org/giant-vegetables/how-to-grow-a-giant-pumpkin/#:~:text=   1 Prepare soil by adding,them in 4%22 pots %28equal mixture... More
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajmPoxRk2AM
https://runsignup.com/Race/Events/PA/Indiana/PioneerRunWalk5K#event-621612


 

 

 

 

 
 

Explore “Friends of the Parks” at:   http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx 

FOP PROGRAM  
BROCHURE 

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS 

1128 Blue Spruce Road, Indiana, PA  15701 
724-463-8636 

 

Rebecca S. Sterley, FOP Newsletter Editor 

MEMBERSHIP.   
RENEW or JOIN. 

8. 

An extensive offering of 

nature programs. 

Explore ~ Learn ~ Enjoy! 

A monk asks: Is there anything more miraculous than the wonders of nature? 
The master answers: Yes, your awareness of the wonders of nature. 

~ Angelus Silesius, 1624 – 1677, born Johann Scheffler ~ was a German Catholic priest                 
and physician, known as a mystic and religious poet.  

The Fred Rogers Trail ~ by CAR.  The Fred Rogers Trail is a driving tour of 
ten sites in the region that highlight the life and legacy of the late Fred 
Rogers. Stops included on the tour are located in Pittsburgh, Latrobe,            
and Indiana County's Buttermilk Falls. For more information visit:   
The Fred Rogers Trail.  Also, YouTube Fred Rogers Trail, 2 mins. 

On FOOT at Buttermilk Falls ~ 10 Postcards from Fred Rogers. 
There are 10 short postcard notes that you will find as you make 
your way to the falls. The quotes by Fred Rogers highlight his 
thoughts about children, family, and life. 

As a young boy Fred Rogers made many visits to Buttermilk Falls  
to visit his grandfather, Fred Brooks McFeely. The time that  
Fred Rogers spent there with his grandfather played an  
important role in shaping his view of the world.  

Fred 
Rogers 
Quotes. 

Fred ~ Grandfather 

      You are out and about and you spot something . . . Curious, you just need to IDENTIFY IT!  
Well ~ PAHERPS will help you out.  https://www.paherps.com/ 

↘Pennsylvania Herp Identification is an educational tool for the public on the reptiles and amphibians  
found thoughout Pennsylvania.   SNAKES ~ TURTLES ~ LIZARDS ~ FROGS & TOADS ~ SALAMANDERS 
↘Cell APP for Bird Identification ~ Merlin Bird ID by Cornell Lab on the App Store (apple.com)  
Merlin Bird ID helps you identify birds you SEE and HEAR. Merlin is unlike any other bird app— 
it's powered by eBird, the world’s largest database of bird sightings, sounds, and photos.  
 

↘Cell APP for Plants, Trees and Wildflowers ~  Download Pl@ntNet (PlantNet) to help easily identify 
plants by photographing them with your cell phone.   
PlantNet Plant Identification 3.9.18 for Android - Free APK Download and App reviews - PopSilla.com  

↘Cell APP SEEK from Inaturalist.... for plants, wildflowers, trees, reptiles, insects, fungi, fish, birds, amphibians,  
spiders, mollusks..... Seek by iNaturalist on the App Store (apple.com)  

http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmIWry6TSnY
https://quotlr.com/author/angelus-silesius
https://www.visitpa.com/trip-itinerary/fred-rogers-trail-pittsburgh-its-countryside-laurel-highlands
https://www.paherps.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/merlin-bird-id-by-cornell-lab/id773457673
https://www.popsilla.com/org.plantnet?msclkid=a2dcef5725901a3a1ed08c7f6f9042f8&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=PS%20New%20-%20USA%20-%20Desktop&utm_term=plantnet&utm_content=PlantNet%20Plant%20Identification
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/seek-by-inaturalist/id1353224144

