
Birding in Eternity ~ Ed Patterson ~ Director, Indiana County Parks & Trails 
"In order to see birds it is necessary to become part of the silence." ~ Robert Lynd 

One of the more unusual places in Indiana County to birdwatch is Oakland  
Cemetery. According to the cemetery’s website, “The Oakland Cemetery was  
established in 1863 on a buckwheat farm owned by James Clark. The first burial 
was the infant son of the Carson family.” In 1863 the location of the cemetery 
was regarded as ‘out in the country’ in relation to Indiana Borough. The website 
also notes, “In December   of 1863, in the midst of the Civil War, citizens of the 

Indiana area attended a meeting at the courthouse to discuss the need of securing land for a new 
cemetery for the area. On March 30, 1864, Oakland Cemetery was incorporated as the second 
oldest cemetery in the Indiana area.” By 1875 Indiana Borough Council passed an ordinance  
prohibiting further burials at the ‘Lutheran Cemetery’, now known as Memorial Park. 

Today, Oakland Cemetery is no longer ‘out in the country’ being located across the road from                     
the Regency Mall and near other commercial and residential development and the enlarged IUP  
campus. Yet, amidst all of the commercial development a visit to the cemetery can be a place to 
experience nature. Tall pine trees, mighty oaks, and shrubbery shield the visitor from the noise  
of the modern world while you walk among the graves of the notable and lesser-known  
descendants of the area.  

The cemetery’s website notes that, “John Wichner, a professional gardener, was one of the  
originators of Oakland cemetery. He served as the first caretaker of the grounds between 1874 
and 1877. Wichner was born on June 7, 1821, in Rothenberg, Bavaria, Germany, and emigrated           
to the United States in 1853. He settled in Pittsburgh, where he met his wife, Margaretta Petchler, 
also a native of Bavaria. The couple settled in Indiana in 1855, in a home in the West Indiana              
section that was called Oak Grove.” 

Just a few of the other notable people buried here include 
John Sutton, who helped found the Indiana Normal School,  
now IUP; Judge Harry White who served as a legislator,  
county judge and is credited with donating land that we  
know today as White’s Woods; Harry McCreary who  
founded the McCreary Tire and Rubber company;  
Jim Nance, legendary athlete from Indiana High,  
Syracuse University and professional football;  
and Frances Strong Helman who was instrumental  
in establishing the Indiana County Historical &  
Genealogical Society.  
          (Birding continued on page 8.) 
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Indiana County Parks ~  
Yellow Creek State Park 
April, May, June 2023 
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“Come with me into the woods.  Where spring is advancing, 
as it does, no matter what, not being singular or particular,  

but one of the forever gifts, and certainly visible.”  
~ Mary Jane Oliver (1935 – 2019) was an American poet. 

YT, When I am  
among the trees,  

1.5 mins. 

YT  = 

YouTube 

WHITE’S 
WOODS 

New  
England 
Patriots 

35  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFCbjit2zmI


Prepare for the 3rd NATIVE PLANT SALE 2023  

Friends of the Parks and Penguin Court, a Preserve of the Brandywine Conservancy,  
will host this unique plant sale.  Both FOP and Penguin Court will share the profits from this fundraiser.  

↘IDEA ~ Buy Mom a Native Plant—a gift for Mother’s Day on May 14th!  
By planting native plants, you restore habitat for wildlife by 
providing food and shelter. You’ll attract songbirds and  

pollinators. Native plants require little irrigation or maintenance 
(reducing cost and time), are adapted to the climate and soil conditions  

of our region, prevent stormwater runoff and ~ don’t forget to treat yourself! 
                                        YT, Why Native Plants, ~ 4 mins. 

↘LEARN ~ If you would like to learn more about native plants and also hear about some of the plants 

that will be offered at our fundraiser, Melissa Reckner, Penguin Court’s Program Manager, will be           
presenting a virtual program titled “Go Native: Installing Native Plants in Your Landscape”.   
This FREE ZOOM presentation will be offered on April 12 at 6:30 PM.  
             In APRIL, please pre-register on Brandywine Conservancy’s website at:  
  https://www.brandywine.org/conservancy/events.  ZOOM IN AND LEARN! 
↘ACTION ~ Go to website listed to review plants offered, ordering, payment, and 
scheduling pick up. The website will open on April 4, and remain open for orders through May 7, 2023.  
Web: https://www.brandywine.org/conservancy/events 
  1.) Scroll down to the Indiana County Friends of the Parks Native Plant Sale Event . . . 
  2.) Click on the link, and 3.) Follow the ordering instructions on the SQUARE site.  
 
↘PLANT PICK UP ~ Blue Spruce Park Lodge (Blue Spruce Park), 9 AM to Noon, Saturday, May 13.  

 

↘QUESTIONS? ~ Contact Becky Snyder at: indianacofriendsoftheparks@gmail.com. 

       OR ~ NO computer/email desire? Please call the Blue Spruce Park Office: 724-463-8636.  
 

↘Plant some color for your eye and spirit enjoyment . . . and for the pollinators!   
OH MY!  The choices you will have and the DECISIONS you will have to make! 

2. 

GO 

NATIVE! 

BLUE SPRUCE 
LODGE 

PICK  

UP 

 WHY NATIVE 
PLANTS? 

HOME 

  Butterfly Weed     Anise Hyssop      Bee Balm            Hibiscus 

We plan to offer  
↘27 species of plants  

↘4 types of shrubs  
↘2 trees.   

zoom 

Penguin Court 

(African Penguin) 

http://www.phillywatersheds.org/what_were_doing
https://www.brandywine.org/conservancy/events
https://www.brandywine.org/conservancy/events
mailto:indianacofriendsoftheparks@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trJKZDEfvrc


 

 

 
 
 

YES, Virginia, there are Bald Eagles in Indiana County, PA!  This magnificent bird moves around a good bit 
looking for food. If you see one, it is a great moment for you being at just the right place ~ the right time! 
Bald Eagle adults and juveniles have been seen at ↘Blue Spruce Park.  ↘Hemlock Lake Park.  ↘Blacklick 
Valley Natural Area. ↘Hoodlebug Trail where Two Lick and Blacklick Creek meet.  ↘Old Smicksburg Park.  
↘Trusal Covered Bridge.  ↘Tunnleview Historic Site below Conemaugh Dam.  ↘Loyalhanna Dam 
(Westmoreland County) where the birds hang out around the observation area.  So far, nesting sites have 
not been discovered. Go on out there ~ turn your eyes to the sky and hopefully see this great bird! 

    In 1782, the Bald Eagle was named the U.S. national symbol. 
    Today it could also be considered a symbol of survival.  A few decades ago,  
    the Bald Eagle was dangerously close to becoming extinct throughout the  
    lower 48 U.S. states. Today, they're back from the brink and doing better than ever. 

Bald Eagle Facts: ↘Unique to North America. All U.S. states except Hawaii are home to these great birds. 
Alaska is the only state that has never had them listed as endangered or threatened. ↘They are BIG birds,                
averaging between 27 to 35 inches TALL with a 5.9 to 7.5 foot WINGSPAN; females are slightly larger than 
males.↘Mate for life, sharing the duties of incubating and caring for eggs. ↘Reuse the same nest year after 
year and add to the nest when necessary. Some larger nests have been known to weigh up to 4,000 pounds. 
↘Juveniles don't get the distinctive white head plumage until they are 4-5 years old.  ↘Eyesight impressive; 
they have 8 times more resolving power than humans and can locate prey up to 2 miles away. ↘Can attain 
an altitude of 10,000 feet; can dive at a speed of 30-35 miles per hour. In normal flight, they fly between            
20-60 miles per hour. ↘Carnivorous (fresh kills as well as carrion) and can eat up to 5 pounds of food a day.  
↘Can live up to 30 years in the wild, and 50 in captivity. Source: The Nature Conservancy. 

 

3. 

Haliaeetus  
leucocephalus 
(white-headed 

sea eagle) 

Adult    ~ Juvenile 

↘Bill is 2.8 - 3.5 inches. Bill  
size is variable. Alaskan 
eagles (larger bodies) can 
have 2X bill length of birds 
from US southern states. 

↘Though bald eagles can't swim, they can cross water without flying  
over it.  They will SIT IN THE WATER and ROW themselves ACROSS                                     
WITH THEIR WINGS (Cornell Lab of Ornithology).  AWESOME! 

↘Bald eagles have NO sense of smell, but they CAN TASTE.                   
IF a Bald Eagle thinks the food TASTES SPOILED, it won't eat it. 

↘STRENGTH 
  ↘COURAGE 
   ↘FREEDOM  

7.5 inches (adult) 

YT, Pittsburgh, 2 mins. 

 “When a storm is coming, all other birds seek shelter. 

So ~ in the storms of life… 

  ~ AskAngels.com 

The Eagle avoids the storm by flying above it. 

BALD EAGLE 

Hallux Outer 

Inner 

Middle 

YT After  
35 days 

Hatchlings, 
1.3 mins. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbnpTinfhYQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wl3qRBbsJI


 Ladies Night Out at Yellow Creek ~ Lisa Meadows, Environmental Education Specialist YCSP 

  We started a fun new program last summer at Yellow Creek for women's specific programming.   
Many women aka parents, healthcare staff, working women, women caring for aging family members                         
were struggling with anxiety, depression, and stress as a result of Covid. I wanted to do something to  
help women connect with the outdoors of all abilities to relax and find peace.  Many women struggle  
to find down time to get away and get outside with their busy schedules.   
 
  Our 1st program was a ladies evening hike on Ridge Top. We had 7-9 women come out for a  
relaxed hike on Ridge Top Trail.  Ladies ranged in age from 35 ~ 70.  Some were serious hikers while  
others were new to hiking.  At first, I thought this would be a typical program where I do a fair amount  
of teaching. Instead, our hike became much more of a discussion and friendly conversation. Everyone  
was very supportive of each other. We also learned that weeknights were the best time to do these  
programs after work. It's hard for many women to get away on the weekends due to family obligations or work.  
 
  We also hosted a Ladies Nature Pontoon Ride on the lake where we searched for wildlife, did some             
bird watching, talked about healthy water, as well as fish and amphibians that live in lakes. The nature pontoon 
ride was great for many women who weren't sure of going on a hike or kayaking due to the physical demands. 
 
  Our last program of the year was my absolute favorite.  We learned about fish prints aka GYOTAKU.  
It was an awesome opportunity to learn about the fish that live in a warm water lake as well as other PA fish.  
Participants had the chance to make their own fish Prints using our RUBBER fish, and paint. 

4. 

GYOTAKU (魚拓, from gyo "fish" + taku "stone impression") is the traditional Japanese method of printing fish,                      

a practice which dates back to the mid-1800s. This form of nature printing was used by fishermen to record  
their catches, but has also become an art form of its own.             YT Explaining GYOTAKU , 3.5 mins. 

The gyotaku method of printmaking uses fish, sea creatures, or similar subjects as its 'printing plates'.  
Prints were made using SUMI INK and WASHI PAPER. It is rumored that samurai would settle fishing competitions 
using gyotaku prints. This original form of gyotaku, as a recording method for fishermen, is still utilized today, 
and can be seen hanging in tackle shops in Japan. 

Sumi 
Ink 

PRESS moist Washi  
Paper or a paper of  
your choice  
DOWN onto fish.  
CAREFULLY LIFT. 

Apply ink or paint onto fish. 

Paint 

Yellow 
Creek 
State 
Park 

ALL LOVELY ~ UNIQUE ~ PRINTS! 

koi pond quietude 
values and tones of Zen stones 
find repose and peace 

Use of 
Gold paint. 

Wash off + DRY fish. 

1 2 

3 

Koi 

DONE! 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stone_rubbing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Printing_plate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_mG-Ka4mv8


Do you want to follow through on your 2023 New Year’s resolution to 
stretch out those legs and GET ON OUT THERE? Then PARTICIPATE in the 
7th Annual Indiana County Decathlon & WalkWorks Program! 

In 2015, Indiana County was selected to participate in the WalkWorks program.   
WalkWorks is a collaboration between the Indiana County Office of Planning &  
Development, Pennsylvania Department of Health and the Pennsylvania Downtown 
Center (formerly through the University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health)  
to increase opportunities for physical activity across Indiana County. Through this grant                    
funded program, planners work with local communities to identify community-based  
walking routes and form sustainable walking groups that will enhance and expand  
active transportation with the ultimate goal of improving the health of County residents. 

The Indiana County Decathlon began in 2017 to offer opportunities for physical activity  
during the time of the year that people tend to be less active (February-May). The goal                          

is to increase the health of county residents. It is a fun program with a variety of in person events and                
self-guided tours. Like us on Facebook at Indiana County Walking Decathlon to be updated on the                       
events and learn of additional community activities.  
For further Decathlon information ~  Indiana County WalkWorks Program (icopd.org)  
For further information on WalkWorks Self-Guided Tours ~ Self-Guided Tours (icopd.org)  

Stretching before your walk not only warms up your muscles, but it  
increases your flexibility and range of motion. LEFT is a short video   
of KEY STRETCHES that will help you get the most out of your walk. 
    

    “Walking is a man’s best medicine.” ~ Hippocrates 

5. 

YES 
OH
NO 

It’s a LOT of LITTLE steps!” (Unknown) 

↘Foot bone's connected to the ~ leg bone 

↘Leg bone's connected to the ~ knee bone 

↘Knee bone's connected to the ~ thigh bone 

↘Thigh bone's connected to the ~ hip bone 

↘Hip bone's connected to the ~ backbone 

↘Backbone's connected to the ~ neck bone! 

Take your bones for a walk!  The existence of "The Skeleton Dance" is probably owed to 
Danse macabre, the famed TONE POEM by French composer Camille Saint-Saëns, 1872. 

             1835-1921 

The human skeleton is what holds us up, protects our organs, and houses our bone marrow 
where blood cells are made. In short, the bones in our body give us our very structure. 

How many bones do you have?  
There are 206 bones in the ADULT human body. 

Of the 206 bones in  

  our body, 60 are: 
↘Lower limbs = 
 LEGS 
 KNEECAPS 
 FEET. 

JUST M-O-V-E 

Thanks! 

YOUR SKELETON WILL  

LOVE YOU FOR IT! 

“There is NO one giant step that does it. 

YT, Skeleton Bones, 3.3 mins. 
     SEE WHERE ALL of your bones are. 

https://icopd.org/indiana-county-walkworks-program.html
https://icopd.org/self-guided-tours.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WdCRrcfan44
https://icopd.org/assets/hiking-warmup-(1).mp4
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c2ccaa2e92e77468JmltdHM9MTY3NDY5MTIwMCZpZ3VpZD0wNzUxYWRkMS02MWMxLTZkZjEtMGNmZC1iY2YzNjA3NjZjMDgmaW5zaWQ9NTQ5MQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=0751add1-61c1-6df1-0cfd-bcf360766c08&u=a1L3NlYXJjaD9xPVRoZStTa2VsZXRvbitEYW5jZSZmaWx0ZXJzPXNpZCUzYT


Three Beautiful ~ Different ~ Buttermilk Falls in Western PA 
“In every walk with Nature one receives far more than he seeks.” ~ John Muir 

1.) Armstrong County ~ The scenic Buttermilk Falls area of Cowanshannock Creek, a tributary of  the  
Allegheny River, is a local favorite for hiking, fishing, and picnicking. The Cowanshannock Trail follows the  
former spur of the abandoned  Pennsylvania Railroad Company, once used to access clay and coal mines.    

   

Cowanshannock Creek ↘BERNARD C. SNYDER PICNIC AREA 
↘COWANSHANNOCK TRAIL 
↘CANFIELD-HOLMES SANCTUARY 

Begin your adventure at the BERNARD C. SNYDER PICNIC AREA,  
 located 3 miles North of Kittanning along the Allegheny River  
 at the intersection of SR 1033 and McMillen Rd. 
↘For further information, contact Armstrong County ~ 724-548-3215. 
↘AT THE PARK:  *Pavilion  *Grills   *Picnic area   *Restroom 
  *Crushed limestone trail ~ hike and bike   *Wheelchair accessible  
↘The 1.25-mile trail to the falls starts at the Northwest corner of the parking lot.  
↘If you cross SR 1033, you can access the Armstrong Trail, a Rail Trail  
  that follows along the Allegheny River in Armstrong and Clarion Counties.  

 

2.) Beaver County ~ This all-natural area features a 40-foot scenic sandstone formation and waterfall.  
It is an area geologically recognized as home to Homewood Sandstone used locally in bridge piers,   
tunnels, roadways, and construction of the Western Penitentiary in Pittsburgh. 

Clark’s 
Run 

Summer Hear the thundering water ~ 
 walk behind the falls.. 

Fall 

*Parking area  *Dirt hiking trail to falls  *Wheelchair accessible with assistance  *Porta-Potty     
↘Falls location:  Route 18 & First Avenue, Homewood Borough, Beaver Falls, PA 15010. 
↘Operated by the  
    Beaver County Department of  
    Public Works and Recreation  
    ~ 724-770-2060. 

Also known as 
Homewood Falls,  
it is an extremely 

pretty and  
accessible waterfall, 
one of the tallest in  

Western  
Pennsylvania at  

35 feet.  

 

Behind 
the falls.. 

“As long as I live, I’ll hear  

waterfalls, birds, and winds sing.” 

~ John Muir 

6. 

YT, 2.5 mins. 

YT, 7 mins.  

Buttermilk Falls 
Natural Area 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=49PnEJ-2qY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWFg_rmYWCw


3.) Indiana County ~ The property was once owned by Fred McFeely, grandfather of Fred Rogers of                          
children's television fame. A young Fred Rogers often visited his grandfather here which helped shape 
young Fred's outlook on life. A hiking trail on the property is named the McFEELY TRAIL. 

Steps 
down 
to the 

fall’s base. 

Hires 
Run 

Impressive  
45-foot  

waterfall                 
and scenic 

48-acre  
natural  

woodland  
area. BEHIND the falls looking OUT 

through the water curtain. 

  *Parking area   *Hiking trail   *Falls overlook viewing area   *Wheelchair accessible to the overlook 
  *Picnic pavilion  *Restroom  *McFEELY Trail  *BFNA is part of the Fred Rogers Driving Trail, web 
↘Falls location:  570 Valley Brook Rd., New Florence, PA 15944. 
↘Operated by 
       Indiana County  
       Parks & Trails ~ 
       724-463-8636. 

McFEELY TRAIL ~ Enjoy this 0.6-mile loop trail.  

Generally considered an easy route, it takes an average of  
15 min to complete. This is a popular trail for birding, hiking,  

and walking.  Plan to enjoy some solitude during 
quieter times of a day. The best times to visit this trail  

are March through October.  
Dogs are welcome, but must be on a leash.  

Take a COFFEE BREAK  ...W...A...L...K.  
YT, Buttermilk Falls Natural Area, 8.5 mins. 

 
THREE Buttermilk Falls to EXPLORE! 

7. 

“The waterfall is 
NATURE’S 

LAUGHTER!” 
(Unknown) 

There is no 
better place to 
feel like home  
~ sit, be still, 

 and listen  
to the 

GUSHING 

sound of the 
waterfall. 

Indiana County 

Indiana 
County 

Armstrong 
County 

Beaver 
County 

Buttermilk Falls 
Natural Area 

BFNA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NtRKzvMfTu8
https://www.visitpa.com/trip-itinerary/fred-rogers-trail-pittsburgh-its-countryside-laurel-highlands


Birding in Eternity ~ As my wife and I walked the cemetery pathways, on a warm February day,  
we also visited graves of family members and local people we knew, as well as other notable people  
from our time here in Indiana County. 

However, we were not alone as the cemetery is a popular location for dog walkers and others seeking a 
quiet refuge and safe place to walk. Dog are permitted on the cemetery ‘s narrow roadways as long as 
they are leashed, and the cemetery even provides doggie bags for clean-up.  

Recently an impressive flagpole and memorial area to honor  
veterans and first responders was added to the grounds.  
The flag is likely Indiana County’s largest U.S. flag.  

We did some birding on our visit and the cemetery yielded common and not so common  
species. Chickadees, Song Sparrows, Blue Jays, Robins, and Cardinals were seen and  
heard. In some cultures, Cardinals are viewed as messengers from the hereafter with the 
thought that loved ones are attempting to connect with them. This symbolism comes  
from the word cardo (which cardinal comes from) meaning ‘hinge,’ and the bird is a  
hinge between the Earth and the loved ones souls.                   Symbolism of the Cardinal. 

We also saw a flock of Fish Crows who have been nesting in and around the cemetery 
and throughout Indiana Borough for many years now. Fish Crows are not common in 
these parts but many years ago they established a colony here, maybe it was the 
McDonald’s across the road from the cemetery that attracted them. Although  
Fish Crows look similar to the American (Common) Crow, they are about five inches 
shorter than Common Crows and a bit smaller (thinner) and have a short distinct  
nasal call, unlike the more familiar caw-caw of the Common Crow. 

It has been a very mild winter and on this late February day crocus were already  
in bloom, a subtle reminder that nature’s seasons are advancing earlier and earlier. 
Many wildflowers and flowering trees now bloom up to two weeks earlier than  
they did just a few decades ago.  

Henry David Thoreau meticulously recorded the leafing out of trees              
and shrubs during his lifetime. Researchers, using his journal notes,  
have learned that in the Concord, MA area leafing out occurs at least  
18 days earlier than in Thoreau’s time. We would most likely find similar 
results here in Indiana County. The changes will impact plant and  
wildlife species differently, some will be able to adapt while others                   

                     will fail to adjust to the timing of these seasonal changes. 

As we walked among the graves, stopping to comment on the people we remembered  
and admiring the various designs and inscriptions on the headstones, I was reminded of a 

quote by  Emily Dickinson, “I hope you love birds too.  

                         It is economical.  

                        It saves going to heaven.”  

To learn more about Oakland Cemetery  
and its interesting history visit:  
     https://oaklandcemetery.us/ 

8. 

1830 ~ 1886  

1817 ~ 1862 

“HOPE  is the thing with feather  

that perches in the soul 
and sings the tune without words,  
and never stops at all.” Emily, 1858  

YT, 3 mins. 

YT, 1 min. 

https://oaklandcemetery.us/contact-us/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bl5e4khcmho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swrjTimezIo


Carrie Blast Furnaces – Steel region historical site worth visiting ~ Deanne Snavely, FOP Board Member 

A remnant of the once massive, legendary U.S. Steel Homestead Steel Works, the Carrie Blast Furnaces  
are a vestige of Pittsburgh’s 20th-century domination of the steel industry. 
Visit:  Carrie Blast Furnaces National Historic Landmark — Rivers of Steel  

For those interested in regional history the Carrie Blast Furnaces National Historic Landmark is a place to                    
check out. Located along the north shore of the Monongahela River a few miles up from the point where the                             
Monongahela and the Allegheny merge, the site is open to guided tours for a small fee. Reservations are                           
restricted as the number of visitors allowed on the site is restricted for safety reasons. We took the Industrial 
Tour which cost $22 ($18 for seniors over 62) but several other tours (Arts and Grounds, Iron Garden Walk)                     
are available. 

The site is part of the Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area, a federally designated National Heritage Area.             
The National Heritage Area, designated in 1996, covers the Ohio, Monongahela and lower Allegheny river                        
valleys. In our Industrial Tour there were about 25 people led by a knowledgeable guide who had worked at  
the plant during his college years. Not only was he able to explain how the plant operated with how the raw 
materials were brought in on rail and processed in the extremely large furnace into finished product, he also 
told personal stories about his work experience and the work experience of the long term permanent                                  
employees. Many of these employees were African American, recruited from southern states.  

Work conditions were hostile with extreme heat and unsafe conditions as compared to our present day                       
workplace expectations. These employees lived in the surrounding towns and contributed to the economic   
and cultural climate of the area. We found the discussion very informative and came away with a new                              
understanding of the steel industry history. Almost everyone in our tour group had family members                           
who had worked in the steel industry. LOCATION: 880 E Waterfront Dr., Munhall, PA 15120 ~  (412) 464-4020. 

 
 
 

We highly recommend taking the opportunity to tour the Carrie Furnace site and we plan to tour                
the additional sites in the area, the Pinkerton’s Landing Bridge and the Homestead Steel Works. 

Make sure you wear sturdy shoes or boots for this tour; dress accordingly as you are outside the entire time. 

↘Carrie Blast Furnaces were built in 1881, and sat on roughly 168 acres of land, a massive and sprawling complex.   
↘Originally there were 7 furnaces on site, able to produce over 1,200 tons of iron per day. Today, only 2 remain  
(#6 and #7). These are also the only two non-operating blast furnaces that remain standing in the region. 
↘Towering 92 feet over the Monongahela River, constructed of 2.5″ thick steel plate and lined with refractory brick, 
Carrie Furnaces #6 and #7 are extremely rare examples of pre-World War II iron-making technology.              
↘Since the collapse of the region’s steel industry in the 1970s and 1980s, these are the only                                                                
non-operative blast furnaces in the region that remain.  
↘Operations ran from 1907, and ceased at Carrie Furnaces in 1978, and it was officially shut down.  
It sat dormant and abandoned for almost 30 years. Today, the #6 and #7 Carrie Blast Furnaces are  
designated as National Historic Landmarks, and are taken care of by the Rivers of Steel Historical 
Society, aimed at preserving the history of the iron industry throughout the region.                                                     

9. 

YT 
Carrie 

Furnaces,  
3 mins.                    

RIVERS 

OF 

STEEL 

IMMENSE STRUCTURES! 

https://riversofsteel.com/attractions/carrie-furnaces/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q3dOS_VfciU


10. 

EADS BRIDGE ~ IMPORTANT BRIDGE HISTORICALLY 
↘1st Built Bridge on the Mississippi River BELOW St. Paul, MN.  Located near the Gateway Arch in St. Louis, MO.  

↘1st Andrew Carnegie large-scale use of steel as a structural material and initiated the shift from   
wrought-iron to steel as the default material for large structures. ↘1st STEEL BRIDGE in the WORLD! 

Andrew Carnegie,  
1835  ~ 1919, 
Scottish-American  
industrialist (founder of  
Carnegie Steel) and  
philanthropist.  
His first job was at age 13 as a bobbin boy  
changing spools of thread in a cotton  
factory in Pittsburgh, 12 hours a day,  
6 days a week. 

1875 Drawing of Eads Bridge. 

   Construction BEGAN 1867                                                                                               ~ COMPLETED 1874. 

YT Steel Industry in Pittsburgh, 5.5 mins. 

↘WHAT IS STEEL?  Steel is an alloy of iron and carbon with improved strength and fracture  

resistance compared to other forms of iron. Many other elements may be present or added.  
Stainless steels that are corrosion- and oxidation-resistant typically need an additional 11% chromium. 
Because of its high tensile strength and low cost, steel is used in bridges, buildings, infrastructure, 
tools, ships, trains, cars, machines, electrical appliances, and weapons.  

↘Carnegie Steel Company was a steel-producing company primarily created by Andrew Carnegie  

and several close associates to manage businesses at steel mills in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania area  
in the late 19th century.  

↘Once the center of the American steel industry, and still known as “The Steel City”,  

today the city of Pittsburgh has no steel mills within its limits, though Pittsburgh-based  
companies such as US Steel, Ampco Pittsburgh and Allegheny Technologies own several  
working mills in the Pittsburgh metropolitan area.  

EADS BRIDGE 
YT 9.5 mins. 

YT Steel From Start to Finish, 6.5 mins. 

Luke Swank photo of Pittsburgh Steel Plant 1932 

WEB 

Pouring molten metal. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Business_magnate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philanthropy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ofm2RQjvrI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alloy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fracture_toughness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fracture_toughness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stainless_steel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corrosion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxidation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stainless_steel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ultimate_tensile_strength
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUOUjogRpRc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pwrhept8G_Q
http://www.info-ren.org/projects/btul/exhibit/photog10.html


11. 

Explore “Friends of the Parks” at:   http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx 

Mark Your Calendar and TURN YOUR EYES UP TO THE SKY! 

A full moon occurs when the Earth is directly between the Sun and Moon so that the moon looks                           
completely illuminated when you look at it. It happens about once a month or, 29.53 days on average. 

↘April 6, 2023 ~ 12:34 AM EDT ~ Full Pink Moon  
(the full moon in Libra). It is the first full moon of the 
Spring 2023 season. Happy Full Moon Night! 

↘May 5, 2023 ~ Friday May 5, 2023 at 1:34 PM EDT ~  
Full Flower Moon (the full moon in Scorpio). 

AND ~ There will also be a Penumbral Lunar Eclipse at the same time as the full moon, technically                        
9 minutes before the full moon peak. It is a lunar eclipse that occurs when the Moon becomes completely 
immersed in the penumbral cone of the Earth without touching the umbra. What does all that mean? 

↘5 minute YT explains  
       “The TRUTH about Penumbral Lunar Eclipses”. 

PENUMBRAL = the shadow cast by the earth or moon over  
an area experiencing a partial eclipse. 

 
↘June 3, ↘2023 ~ 11:42 PM EDT ~ Full Strawberry Moon (the full moon in Sagittarius). 

↘June 21, 2023 ~ 10:58 AM EDT ~ The Summer Solstice, also called the estival solstice or midsummer,  

occurs when one of Earth's poles has its maximum tilt toward the Sun. It happens twice yearly, once in 
each hemisphere (Northern and Southern). For that hemisphere, the summer solstice is the day with the 
longest period of daylight and shortest night of the year. 

↘The word “solstice” has Latin origins, meaning “sun stands still”. 

↘The summer solstice in the Northern Hemisphere happens  
on the same day as the winter solstice in the Southern Hemisphere.  

↘The area north of the Arctic Circle sees 24 hours of  
continual sunlight during summer solstice.  24 SUNNY HOURS!!! 

MEMBERSHIP.   
RENEW or JOIN. 

FOP PROGRAM  
BROCHURE 

An extensive offering of 

nature programs. 

Explore ~ Learn ~ Enjoy! 

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS 

1128 Blue Spruce Road, Indiana, PA  15701 
724-463-8636 

 

Rebecca S. Sterley, FOP Newsletter Editor 

Selenophile~ (n.) A person who loves the moon. 

http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ndg8XIlzTxA

