
  The first soft snowflakes hovering down the night . . .  

Mark Your Calendar for the 2014 “Friends Potluck Dinner” 
 

 Date:  Saturday January 25, 2014. 
 Time:  6:00 PM. 
 Location:  Indiana Fire Station, 1555 Indian Springs Road. 
  The station is near the intersection of Indian Springs, 
  Ben Franklin, and Warren Roads. 
 Plenty of parking.  The dinner is in the handicapped accessible  
  dining room on the lower level of the fire station. 
 Please register by calling 724-463-8636. 

 What to bring?  Please bring your own table setting.  Then create and bring along your  
  generous, favorite:  *Main Dish  or *Casserole  or  *Salad  or  *Fruit  or  *Vegetable dish. 
   FOP will provide a meat item, a cake, coffee, hot water (tea), ice water and Styrofoam cups. 

 The program?   “Autumn in the Eastern Sierra Mountains” will be presented by  
 Jim and Clarice Reber.  Enjoy photos of autumn and an early snow in the Eastern Sierra.   
  Hear stories and view scenes of the famous sites of this area:  Mono Lake, Bodie State Historic   
  Park, Devil’s Postpile, an Ancient Bristlecone Forest, Manzanar, the Alabama Hills and Mount  
  Whitney.  Fascinating places all ~ please do join us! 

We appreciate our 
FOP “Friends”! 

Have a WONDERFULLY  
Blessed New Year! 

January, February, March 2014 

1. 

  Mono Lake is a favorite destination of photographers because of the photogenic nature  
of the tufa towers (limestone), which were formed underwater and are now visible.  Bodie State 
Historic Park includes what many consider the best preserved ghost town in the country.  Bodie 
was a thriving mining town in 1879.  Bodie is a town frozen in time in a state of “arrested decay”. 

Jim Reber’s 
photos. 

Mono Lake  
Bodie State                

Historic Park 

FYI ~ The “Potluck” roots.  The word pot-luck appears in 16th century England, in the work of 
Thomas Nashe, and was there used to mean "food provided for an unexpected or uninvited guest, 
the “luck of the pot". The sense "communal meal, where guests bring their own food", appears to 
have originated in the late 19th century or early 20th century, particularly in the Western United 
States.  Or it may have been influenced from potlatch ~ a gift-giving festival and primary economic 
system practiced by indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest Coast of Canada and United 
States.  So bring your favorite “potluck” dish and enjoy an interesting evening with “Friends”.  
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Historical Pennsylvania Herpetologist ~ Indiana County’s R.W. Wehrle (1852- 1937) ~ by Ed Patterson  

  Richard White Wehrle was an Indiana, PA jeweler, successful businessman and                     
an  avid amateur naturalist credited with discovering a new species of salamander at       
Indiana County’s Two Lick hills area in June 1911.  R.W. Wehrle was a life-long student                               
of natural history and a recognized authority of Indiana County's natural history.   

 The salamander was named, Plethodon wehrlei, in Wehrle’s honor in 1917 by                  
Fowler and Dunn of the Academy of Sciences in Philadelphia. Wehrle was an avid collector   
and submitted over 1,200 herp specimens to the Academy of Sciences in Philadelphia and              
the Carnegie Museum in Pittsburgh.  Until shortly before his death he was still collecting                      
and submitting specimens to museums. 

   Visit 560 Philadelphia Street in Indiana, PA and note the name R.W. Wehrle etched into the stonework at                
the top of the building.  This was the location of Wehrle’s Jewelry Store.  A small side street in Indiana is named 
Wehrle’s Way.  Few people know the significance of the place or the remarkable life behind the name. 

   Wehrle’s Salamanders can still be found in Indiana  
 County, one location is only two miles from where   
 Wehrle lived and worked.  A booklet on the life of  
 R.W. Wehrle is available from Indiana County Parks  
 & Trails by e-mailing:  indparks@gmail.com.   

  Now meet this curious creature. 

  * Scientific Name: Plethodon wehrlei  
  * Size: 4-5 inches in length.  
  * Status: Abundant.  
  * Habitat:  Werhle's salamander inhabits forests (deciduous, mixed hardwood-conifer and    
    coniferous) from the low elevations of the Allegheny Plateau to the highest elevations 
   of the Allegheny Mountains (up to 4,800 ft).  It ranges from New York south to  
   North Carolina and Tennessee.  This salamander can be found under logs, rocks, and leaves  
  and emerges at dusk to forage during the warm months.  In the higher elevations, the   
  Werhle's salamander lives in rotting spruce logs, deep rock crevices, and "ice caves."  
  * Descripton:  Background color is brownish black to dark blueish black becoming lighter on the 
   upper region of the jaw with small scattered white flecks on the dorsum; but the dorsum 
  maybe unmarked. Sides are heavily mottles with irregular white, bluish white to yellow  
   spots that may be transfused into blotches or irregular bars. Behind the shoulder is a distinct 
  red blotch that is more prominent in younger individuals.  Underside is grey. Throat and 
              upper chest area may be blotched with white or yellow pigment.  The Werhle’s Salamander 
   has hind feet that are webbed.   

. . . from one white cloud that hurries beneath the stars . . . 2. 

 

It is “lungless”! 

Plethodon wehrlei  

“Breathes” through skin, mouth/throat linings. 

mailto:indparks@gmail.com


. . . whispering over the black unfrozen pool . . . 

       Nature’s Wonderful Snow Blanket ~ The “Subnivean Climate” (From Wikipedia) 

Subnivean climate refers to the zone in and underneath the snow pack.  

  * From Latin:  sub (under) and nives (snow).  
  * The environment of many animals that remain active during the winter.  
  * This zone provides protection from predators and insulation from the elements.  
  * Subnivean climate ~ formed by 3 different types of snow metamorphosis. 
   1.) Destructive metamorphosis = begins when snow falls. 
   2.) Constructive metamorphosis = movement of water vapor to the surface of the snow pack.  
   3.) Melt metamorphosis = melting/sublimation of snow to water vapor  
    and its refreezing in the snow pack.  

 These three types of metamorphosis 
transform individual snowflakes into ice crystals 
and create spaces under the snow where small 
animals can move about ~ mice, voles, shrews ~  
relying on winter snow cover for survival ~ 
protection from heat loss and predators.  

 In winter regions that do not have 
permafrost, the subnivean zone maintains a 
temperature of close to 32 °F regardless of the 
temperature above the snow cover, once the 
snow cover has reached a depth of six inches               
or more.  

 The sinuous tunnels left by these small 
mammals can be seen from above when the 
snow melts to the final inch or so. 
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The First Snowfall 
by James Russell Lowell 

 

The snow had begun in the gloaming, 
and busily all the night 

had been heaping field and highway 
with a silence deep and white. 

 

Every pine and fir and hemlock 
wore ermine too dear for an earl, 

and the poorest twig on the elm-tree 
was ridged inch deep with pearl. 

 

 

Jim Reber captured this lovely snowscape  
along the north side of Blue Spruce Park lake. 

 



              . . . silently falling on withered leaves.   

 

 
 
 
 

Nature’s Art~ via Ed Patterson’s camera 
  In January 2013 Ed Patterson, Director Blue Spruce Park, 
photographed these lovely ice column stalagmites (from Greek, 
"dropping, trickling") on the floor of Bow Tunnel, Tunnelview                     
Historic Park, Saltsburg, PA.  How are these ice columns formed?  
1.) Water droplets from the ground above  
2.) slide ~ seep along      
        minute earth cracks  
3.) break through the   
        tunnel ceiling  
4.) drip, drip, drip  
5.) PLOP down ~ FREEZE 
6.) STACK ~ creating  
        these icy, intriguing, smooth, cool blobby forms.  Very nice! 

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS 

1128 Blue Spruce Road, Indiana, PA  15701 . . . 724-463-8636 
 

Rebecca Sterley, FOP Newsletter Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Explore Friends of  the Parks at: 

http://www.indianacountyparks.org/happenings/programsnewpage1.html 

“Snowflake” 
Haiku by Cynthia Turner 

Drifting through gray space 

Sticking to my eyelashes 

Melting at my feet. 

White Nocturne (excerpt)  ~ by Conrad Aiken (1889-1973) 
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Jim Rogers ~ Chairperson  Robert H. Rittle ~                  
Treasurer  Allie Jacobs  Fred Park  Kay Snyder                         

Vic Velez.   Ex Officio are:  Ed Patterson  Kathie VanHorn  Ken Bisbee                           
Mike Shaffer.  Volunteer:  Rebecca Sterley, Editor FOP “Friends” Newsletter. 

FOP Board for 2014 

http://www.indianacountyparks.org/happenings/programsnewpage1.html

