
The water moves on through the open mouth of the mountain cave . . . 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1. 

    We hope you will attend the 2015 FOP Potluck Dinner! 

  Saturday, January 24th ~ 6 PM. 
  Indiana Fire Association Social Hall ~ 
   1555 Indian Springs Rd., Indiana, PA. 
  Ham, chicken, cake, coffee, tea, hot/cold water,  
   Styrofoam cups & napkins will be provided. 

  For the Potluck, please bring . . .  

  A favorite “dish” of your choice that will serve at least 6 people. 
  A dinner plate and a knife/fork/spoon. 
   And if you desire . . . your own drinking glass and/or a coffee mug. 

   Following the “Friends” repast  

  sit back and enjoy our featured speaker Jim Resh.   
 

  Jim’s photo journey "Travels in the Fascinating Republic of Turkey"        
will take us to historic sites in Istanbul (1) where Asian and European cultures 
merged , and to the interior regions of Cappadocia (2) where its unique geology 
helped shape civilization.  Then we are off to the ancient city of Antalya (3) 
along the Mediterranean Coast where its deep blue waters earned it the name 
“Turquoise Coast”.  We close our journey with a boat trip along the Aegean 
coast to our final stop ~ the roman city of Ephesus (4).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

          “Dragons Teeth” (AKA Stalactites/Stalagmites) 
        by Brian F. Kirkham 

We appreciate our FOP 

“Friends”! 

January, February, March 2015 
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A Little Taste of Summer in Winter ~ by Cindy Rogers 

 There are many things to enjoy about winter, but sometimes, when the wind is blowing and the 
snow is high, I love to listen to some folk singers that can bring back a little bit of the summer.  You know, 
songs with lyrics that remind us of summer and all the good things we get out of the garden.  One of my 
favorites is by Greg Brown.  It’s a song called “Canned Goods” in which he sings about all the wonderful 
fruits and veggies his Grandmother would can and then serve in those cold winter months. 

. . . Peaches on the shelf, potatoes in the bin, supper's ready, everybody come on in,  
 taste a little of the summer…. You can taste a little of the summer…  
 my grandma's put it all in jars.            
Well, there's a root cellar, fruit cellar down below,  
 watch your head now, and down you go.   
Maybe you're weary an' you don't give a damn,  
 but I bet you never tasted her blackberry jam.  
Ah, she's got magic in her - you know what I mean,  
 she puts the sun and rain in with her green beans.  
What with the snow and the economy and ev'ry'thing,  
 I think I'll jus' stay down here and eat until spring.  

  You can just taste the summer, can’t you?  You can find “Canned Goods” by Greg Brown on the 
following albums:  “The Live One” (best version) and on “If I Had Known…Essential Recordings 1980-1996.  

  Another favorite is a Guy Clark song about those luscious “Home Grown Tomatoes.”  
  You can find “Homegrown Tomatoes” by Guy Clark on his album “Craftsman.” 

                                                                            

   

  Ah yes – only a few months till we get out there and start tilling again.   
  In the mean time – we have our own canned goods to keep us going.   
  But don’t let the winter go by without enjoying it too!  
  Get out there and have some fun in the snow! 

  As the water drips and occasionally drops on . . . sometimes it stops . . . 2. 

 

. . Ain't nothin' in the world that I like better,  
 than bacon & lettuce & homegrown tomatoes.  
Up in the mornin' out in the garden,  
 get you a ripe one, don't get a hard one.  
Plant `em in the spring, eat `em in the summer.   
 All winter without `em's a culinary bummer,  
I forget all about the sweatin' & diggin',  
 everytime I go out & pick me a big one . . . 



Adrift from the rain now clinging to the rock ~ dragons teeth shine . . . 

 
 

A Great BIG  THANK YOU ! 

 It’s been another great year for Friends of the Parks.  We presented thirty-seven programs that were 
attended by over twelve-hundred people.  And, we were able to present Indiana County Parks and Yellow 
Creek State Park each with awards of $600.00 to use for urgently needed improvements.   

 There are many people to thank for these achievements,  
    but first and foremost, YOU, our members.   
Without you, Friends of the Parks wouldn’t exist.  It’s your continued support and 
attendance at our programs that allows us to succeed in our mission to provide 
environmental and nature programs for the general public, to promote the many 
wonderful parks in our area, and to financially assist in the operation  of those parks with our annual awards.   

 A second group of people we must thank are our program presenters; folks who                         

are willing to share the knowledge and enthusiasm they have for the topics covered in our programs.                      
We appreciate the time they take and the talent they possess to present programs that are both educational 
and interesting.    

 And last, but certainly not least, another group to thank is the Friends of the Parks 
Board of Directors.  Our previous Chairperson, Jim Reber, was instrumental in the continued growth of 

the organization during his tenure.  It was under his direction that the 2014 program schedule was created, 
along with the hard work and dedication of long-time Board members Allie Jacobs, our Treasurer Bob Rittle, 
and Fred Park, as well as recent Board appointees Kay Snyder and Vic Velez.  In addition, the Board received 
valuable assistance from our ex-officio members:  Ed Patterson and Kathie Van Horn from Indiana County 
Parks and Trails; former Yellow Creek State Park Manager Ken Bisbee, current Manager Jim Tweardy, and 
especially Park Naturalist Mike Shaffer; and finally, former Board member Rebecca Sterley, who continues 
her dedication to Friends of the Parks by serving as our newsletter editor.  Thanks to all of you for a great 
2014 season! 

 We now look forward to 2015.  Our Board has recently been further enhanced by the enthusiasm 
and energy of new Board members Denny Preisser and Joshua Connor, who have joined us as we develop 
our 2015 program schedule.  And we hope you, our members, will continue to 
support our efforts with your 2015 membership.   
 

 We look forward to seeing you at our annual Potluck Dinner! 

  Best wishes, 
 

  Jim Rogers 

  Chairperson, Friends of the Parks Board of Directors 

3. 

 

THANK YOU ! 

FOP 



 As moonlight shines on these pearly whites ~ minerals hold on for dear life. 

            

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS 

1128 Blue Spruce Road, Indiana, PA  15701 . . . 724-463-8636 
 

Rebecca Sterley, FOP Newsletter Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explore “Friends of the Parks” at:   
         http://indianacountyparks.org/happenings/programsnewpage1.html#schedule  
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  Nature’s Creations in Bow Tunnel ~ by Ed Patterson 

  Stalagmites (of Greek origin) are found in the winter 
time at Bow Tunnel near Conemaugh Dam creating an                        
impressive winter scene.  Water seeping from the ground                  
surface penetrates the roof of the tunnel and if temperatures 
are below freezing the water will collect on the floor into                       
stalagmites.  Ice stalagmites form very quickly, within hours               
or days.  They will continue to form as long as water and                   
temperatures are suitable.  Last  winter's consistently cold               
temperatures created an amazing array of stalagmites                                
in the tunnel.  

The Bow Tunnel  
was a railroad tunnel  
constructed in 1907.  The tunnel was abandoned in the 1950s                           
when the nearby Conemaugh Dam was constructed.  The upper end 
of the tunnel is plugged with a 20 foot thick concrete plug but the 
lower end of the tunnel is gated but open allowing visitors to see   
into the tunnel and observe the stalagmites.  It's an impressive view                                  
to see on a winter outing.  And don’t forget your camera! 

Catching 

WHITE snowflakes 

in our warm  
black-mittened hands ~ 
they will glisten there, 
but only  
   for a moment 
      before they melt  
  into  
 

Cross section 
slice 

~ Ice Stalagmite. 

Bow Tunnel 

Poem by 
“Bitter Irony” 

BLACK.

http://indianacountyparks.org/happenings/programsnewpage1.html#schedule


 

   James Cahalan, Indiana University of Pennsylvania Professor 
Emeritus of English, author, and Edward Abbey biographer, visited 
the Purchase Line High School and Purchase Line Elementary 
School October 23, 2014. ~ by Tessa Ankeny 

 

   The Red Dragon Foundation funded this event to make Cahalan’s appearance possible.  Cahalan wrote a biography 
on Abbey, who died in 1989 in Tucson, Arizona.  Abbey was originally from the Indiana area, and Cahalan’s book 
came out in 2001.  Cahalan values Abbey’s “ideas; they were formed in our woods.”  Cahalan talked about Abbey’s 
break out book, Desert Solitaire.  

   Abbey was born in the Indiana area in 1927.  He moved to western United States in 1948.  Abbey’s books 
Appalachian Wilderness, The Journey Home, and Fool’s Progress talk about Abbey’s native country, which is                       
our local area.  

   Cahalan interviewed many friends, families and acquaintances that Abbey had met within his lifetime, and                        
was fascinated by Abbey’s work.  He followed the paths of Abbey, gathering information about Abbey’s experiences.  
Janice Dembosky, a retired English teacher from Purchase Line High School, was quoted in Cahalan’s book about 
Abbey. 

   Cahalan loved the fact that Abbey was an “environmental writer who was funny.” 

   In preparation for Cahalan’s visit, students read recommended passages from Abbey’s writing as well as                  
some from Cahalan’s book.  “Ed Abbey and his ‘defending wilderness’ writing ties in nicely with the fifth and sixth 
grade book we are reading in Library Class, Hoot,” said Librarian Dennis Preisser.  

   One of the selections read by students at the high school, “Shadows from the Big Woods,” an excerpt from                           
The Journey Home, starts out with a famous quote from Abbey: “The idea of wilderness needs no defense.                           
It only needs more defenders.”  This quote by Abbey was inspired by the Smokies, and how they reminded him                      
of this area of Pennsylvania where he grew up.  “Shadows from the Big Woods” is 
Cahalan’s favorite excerpt. 

  Preisser also encouraged high school students to read books “with similar topics 
and themes leading up to and after the presentations,” added Preisser.   
During Cahalan’s presentation, Preisser had a selection of related books  
available for students to review. 

FOP extends their appreciation to Purchase Line’s students Tessa Ankeny and Cara Edwards  
as well as to their Advisor Jessica M. Subich. 

 EDWARD ABBEY 

   Senior Tessa Ankeny discussed Dr. James Cahalan’s                           
experiences in researching Edward Abbey for his biography 
of Abbey, Edward Abbey: A Life.  In the far background is a                   
picture of Abbey’s brother, Howard “Hoots” Abbey in                           
‘the big woods’ near Route 119.  (Edward Abbey is on                      
Cahalan’s T-shirt.)  Photo By Dennis Preisser.   

I/A 
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   Cahalan asked the classes if they had any questions that he could answer  
and he got quite a few hands up for questioning.  

   Junior Gregory Boring asked, “What pushed him (Abbey) away from the 
government?” Cahalan replied, “The government did not help with saving 
nature.”  Boring also asked, “Why did Abbey not help his father on the farm.                   
He just read books instead?”  Cahalan explained, “Abbey wanted to write books 
and be a philosopher.” 

   Junior Jessie Boyle asked, “Why did he love nature so much?”  Cahalan 
explained that Abbey grew up in the woods, and he found it relaxing.  

   Cahalan gave advice to the young writers he was speaking with  
for the class period.  “If you’re ever writing, start with your own experiences.”  

   He talked about the process of getting his book published, and he said the process depends on what kind  
of book is being written.   

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Rights and Responsibilities in History ~ by Cara Edwards 
   Sophomore Cara Edwards presented research projects at Indiana University of Pennsylvania during 
National History Day April 4, 2014.  Social Studies Teacher Melinda Knapp was her sponsor.  Edwards 
advanced to the state National History Day competition in Millersville, Pa. May 12 to 13, 2014. 
 

   “My topic was ‘Rights and Responsibilities of Logging and Rafting Along the Susquehanna,’” said Edwards. 
   “I chose this topic because it was something that impacted a lot of my local history,” she explained.                           
“It is truly a main highlight for Clearfield County. My ancestors were involved!” 
   Not only was it a way for them to bring home money to put food on the table, but when the “Raftmen’s 
Rebellion” broke out, due to the change in the way logs were cut and floated down the river carelessly,                       
it blocked the river, and a “war” broke out between the loggers and 
raftsmen.  They would actually sit along river banks and shoot at each 
other.  Whisky Run is known  for where the rebellion took place.  
   The Raftsmen also used the Declaration of Independence when they 
tried to take the case of unnavigable waterways to legislature, 
demanding it was their “pursuit of happiness,” after the denying of help 
from legislature, the raftsmen took it into their own hands and started 
the “Raftsmen Rebellion.”  When the “Last Raft” took place, starting in 
Burnside, Pa. and ending in Muncy, Pa. (in Lycoming County), this was   
their closure to the rafting business when logging became industrialized, 
and the result after the crash was seven dead.  
  “I wanted to relate a NHD theme to local history because it intrigues     
me the most,” said Edwards.  “And, after all the research I was amazed  
to find out that my great aunt had stuff to do with the last raft!” 
   “I enjoy doing National History Day because it allows me to take a piece of history I know little about,               
and learn about it on my own,” said Edwards.  “It also allows you to be creative when it comes to the 
presentation.  I especially enjoyed this year’s topic because it was local history that I learned so 
much about and was able to educate my judges, who knew little to nothing at all about it.” 
 

Edward Abbey ~  
“Wilderness is the only 

thing left worth saving.”  

Indiana County, PA  Friends of the Parks Newsletter Insert ~ January, February, March 2015 
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Cara Edwards 



Purchase Line High School Guest Speaker Geologist Kristen Hand  
~ By Tessa Ankeny 

   Purchase Line High School and Elementary School students were 
engaged in presentations by Geologist Kristen Hand on October 9. 

   This summer Dennis Preisser, Purchase Line School District’s librarian, while on the West Branch 
Susquehanna’s Five Day River Trip, ran into Kristen Hand.  Hand is from Harrisburg, and she studied at        
Nickel State of Louisiana where she got her bachelor’s degree in Geology.  Hand was a guest speaker                            
on the trip. “She did a fabulous job,” said Preisser.  “She is very passionate about her job.”  

   One thing interesting about Hand is that not too many women are in field. Senior Geologic Scientist                            
in the Bureau of Topographic and Geologic Survey under the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation                 
and Natural Resources is the job she holds.  As part of her job, she informs students about her job and                     
what all she does.   

   “The students did an outstanding job,” said Science Teacher S. Marino when they 
were asked what the three rocks types were and what the two resources were.  

   “We had covered the difference between rocks and minerals, the three types of rocks, and the rock cycle  
in class (prior to Hand’s presentation), and the students did well in recalling these concepts to answer                       
Ms. Hand’s questions,” explained Marino. 

   “She was phenomenal,” added Marino.  Hand’s presentation addressed many of the Common Core 
standards which are part of Marino’s curriculum.  

   Hand visited the high school as well as the elementary school during her visit.  The third and fourth grade 
students played a game called ‘Stump the Geologist.’  One of the students had asked, “Why are rocks so 
big?”  Hand responded with, “Rocks are so big because they are so hard that it takes a long time for them     
to wear down.”  

   Marino’s Eighth Grade Earth Science Class made welcome signs, a big hand-shaped poster in honor of 
Hand’s last name and a Red Dragon sign.  Marino chose two volunteers from her class, Max Ripple and             
Lane Chilcote, both in eighth grade, to bring in a rock so that students could see Hand in action.  The 
students learned that Pennsylvania has mainly just sandstones and limestone, but has all three types                      
of rock available.  

FOP extends their appreciation to Purchase Line’s Dennis Preisser (Librarian), 
Suzanna Marino and Larry Peterson (Science Teachers), and guest Kristen Hand (Geologist).  

 

   Geologist Kristen Hand is pictured with Jenna Mumau and                           
Mia Pearce, both fourth graders.  Mumau and Pearce wrote                   
questions for Hand on rocks, which she answered during the 
presentation.  Photo by Tessa Ankeny.  2014 

It ROCKED! 

I/C 

1. Igneous 
2. Sedimentary 
3. Metamorphic 



    

    

         
             

Hand also presented to Science Teacher Larry Peterson’s class.  Peterson 
stated, “This will be a pre-test to my students.  We will not get to this lesson 
for a little while so it will be a good introduction to the section.  I am looking 
forward to finding more about rocks.”  

   To start off the lesson, Hand introduced herself to the class, and while she did that she 
passed around a cup saying that in the cup was the “newest, greatest, thing in the world 
that could work with (an) iPod amongst other things.”  She told the students that they 
could all take one if they wanted one, but half way through the room all the “newest, 
greatest, thing” which was actually just quartz crystals, was all gone.  She did this to show 
how renewable and nonrenewable resources worked.                                                                                       
 

   All students received a quartz crystal to take 
home so no one was left out; she just did this 
activity to get her lesson understood about 
supply and demand.  

   Hand had three volunteers demonstrate the 
rock cycle.  They demonstrated heat, pressure,  
and weather.  Limestone put under pressure and 
heat will turn into marble.  Limestone is in 
paper.   
 

   One of Hand’s sayings she mentioned in almost 
every class was, “Don’t take  it for granite 
because it’s not gneiss.”  

   Hand was the first of a series of monthly guest speakers that the library program is developing                                  
to excite students about exploring different selections of books and supporting classroom teachers,  
according to Preisser.  “The Purchase Line Red Dragon Foundation is making this visit possible                                
with their support of enhancing our students’ educational experience,” explained Preisser. 
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   Eighth Graders in Science Teacher S. Marino’s Earth                    
Science class gather around Geologist Kristen Hand 
while she describes features of various types of rocks.   

“It rocked so much                        
it made me  
want to give  

Ms. Hand a hand!”                
stated  

Ripple of the                
experience.  

Eighth Grader                                      
Breanna Behrendt  

agreed, “Ms. Hand’s  
rock presentation  

ROCKED!”  

Jamie Long,                             
also an eighth grader, 

said, “Ms. Hand’s 
presentation made 

me think about                      
becoming                                      

a geologist.  

 Thank you Purchase Line for sharing your                   
articles about your interesting learning experiences.  
 “Friends of the Parks” wishes you the best for 
your educational, exploration and life quests! 

I/D 
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