
“The whiskey stink of rot has settled in the garden . . . 
and a burst of fruit flies rises when I touch the dying tomato plants. 
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Honoring the Life and Legacy of R.W. Wehrle, Indiana County Naturalist  
~ by Ed Patterson 

 

  A marker to honor the life and legacy of Richard White Wehrle 
has been installed at Indiana County’s Waterworks  Conservation Area.  
Mr. Wehrle (1852 – 1937) was an Indiana, PA jeweler, highly successful 
businessman and avid naturalist credited with discovering a new species 
of salamander in the Two Lick Hills of Indiana County.  In 1917 the               
Wehrle’s Salamander ~ plethodon wehrlei . . . was named in his honor.  

                                
                    

 Although never formally trained, 
Wehrle was highly regarded by the leading                
naturalists of his day.  Wehrle was an avid 
collector of reptiles and amphibians             
throughout his life.  He submitted                        
numerous specimens to the Academy of 
Natural Sciences in Philadelphia and to the Carnegie Museum in Pittsburgh.  In 1929, at the age of 
seventy- seven, he embarked on a five-month world-wide collecting tour, even shipping tropical 
fish from Hawaii to the Philadelphia museum. Wehrle was a consummate ‘citizen-scientist’                  
long before the term was ever coined. 

  From 1873 to 1895 Wehrle operated a jewelry store in Blairsville, PA.  In 1895 he returned to 
Indiana, PA to go into business with his brother, Boniface, at their location at 560 Philadelphia Street.  
Today the location is the home of Wolfendale’s Pub.  The name R.W. Wehrle remains inscribed in 
stone at the top of the building.  Wehrle remained active in the business until his passing in 1937 –           
a business career spanning 64 years.  In addition to the jewelry business he owned a stone quarry  
and a large forested tract in Center and Burrell Townships.  A short side street in Indiana Borough 
bears the name . . . 

  Wehrle was a leading member of the Indiana community and actively involved in supporting 
the efforts of youth.  In 1912 he organized a Boy’s Naturalist Club to promote the outdoors to young 
people.  Organized field trips, Indiana County Fair exhibits and school-related activities involving           
all aspects of nature were offered under his guidance.  Wehrle also served as a volunteer Game              
Commissioner for the Indiana County Chapter of the Pennsylvania Wild Life League.  Besides                        
amphibians and reptiles, he was noted for his interest in birds and advocating for their protection.    
                          Continued on page 2.                                                        
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Indiana County Parks   ~   Yellow Creek State Park 

July, August, September 2016 
The Tomato ~ a “wolfpeach”. 

Bluish-black with spots on its back, 4 - 6⅝ inches. 

Wehrle’s Way 



   

  Honoring Mr. Wehrle continued . . .   Ed Patterson, Director of Indiana County Parks & Trails, noted,                            
“We are pleased to be able to recognize Mr. Wehrle and his remarkable life.  His accomplishments in documenting 
the county’s reptiles and amphibians, as well as birds and mammals, are legendary.  His outdoor lifestyle and civic 
engagement are good examples for us to follow today.  The Waterworks Conservation Area was selected as the           
site to honor Mr. Wehrle since many of his collections came from the Two Lick Creek area.” 

  In a 1933 article appearing in the Indiana Progress newspaper Mr. Wehrle credited his 
good health to his outdoor lifestyle and daily walks in nature.  He stayed active until his passing                       
at the age of eighty-four.  The pall bearers at his funeral were men, who as boys, were members  
of the Boy’s Naturalist Club.  Wehrle’s Salamanders can still be found in Indiana County and 
throughout portions of Appalachia - a living symbol of the achievements of Indiana County’s                  

most notable ‘old-time naturalist’.                    Richard White Wehrle (1852 – 1937) 

  The Waterworks Conservation Area is located three miles south of Indiana, PA.  The 10-acre site was 
created in cooperation with the Indiana County Conservation District and other partners to remediate acid mine 
drainage from the former Lucerne #3 Mine.  The site features a wetlands mitigation area, pavilion, restroom, 
interpretive exhibits, walking path and a canoe/kayak launch on Two Lick Creek.  The conservation area is operated 
by Indiana County Parks & Trails and is open daily to the public from sunrise to sunset. 

  Directions to the Waterworks Conservation Area:  From Indiana, head south on 6th St. (PA 954)                                     
for approximately 2 miles.  Turn left onto Lower Twolick Dr.  Follow this road for around 0.2 mile, and turn right                     
onto Waterworks Rd.  As you follow the road downhill, the entrance will be on your right.  
  Link to explore more:  http://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/waterworks_park/default.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us as singer, songwriter and storyteller Van Wagner entertains us on     

how charcoal was produced to fire the Eliza Furnace and other 19th century           
iron furnaces that once operated in the Blacklick Valley.  Through Van’s unique 
stories and musical performance we’ll learn about the life of the colliers who    
lived and worked at the charcoal pits.  Van Wagner is an educator.  In the 

classroom, Wagner teaches Environmental Science at Lewisburg High School, PA. 
 

  Where? . . . Eliza Furnace is on the “rail trail” in the town of Vintondale, PA., 15961. 
      Link:  http://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/eliza_furnace/default.aspx 
  Bring your own . . . chairs and refreshments (NO alcohol). 
  Pets . . . are welcome on a LEASH only. 
  A restroom . . . is available.  
  If it rains . . . the concert will be moved to  
    a nearby covered location  :)  
  Information on Van . . . can be found at his website:  http://vanwagnermusic.com/ 

Still, the claws of tiny yellow blossoms  f...l...a...i...l  in the air as 
I pull the vines up by the roots and toss them in the compost. 

2. 

Van Wagner FREE concert  

“Fire the Pit! 
Charcoal Making in Story & Song”. 

 Eliza Furnace on Saturday, September 3rd  

 Begins at 1:00 p.m. 

Photo by Bob Brown. 

http://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/waterworks_park/default.aspx
http://www.indianacountyparks.org/parks/eliza_furnace/default.aspx
http://vanwagnermusic.com/


It feels cruel.  Something in me isn’t ready to let go of summer so easily.  To destroy  what 
I’ve carefully cultivated all these months.  Those pale flowers might still have time to fruit. 

 

The Beauty of Partnerships ~ by Lisa Meadows 
 

  Greetings from Yellow Creek State Park!  When I first came to Yellow Creek, I felt like a lost sheep.                                       
I was working with a new staff, a new community, and a new culture.  At my former park                      
(Raccoon Creek State Park), I had two great mentors who coached me through all the nuisances of being 
a state park educator.  However I wasn’t responsible for the administrative functions of education . . .  
such as volunteer management, advertising programs, and dealing with park groups.      
 

 I was quite nervous about taking over Mike Shaffer’s old position as the Environmental Education 
Specialist (EES).  Mike was highly respected and well-liked by visitors, community members, and partners.                               
His legacy  is amazing for all of the programs he developed as well as his great personality. 

  My first couple of weeks caught me off guard . . . I wasn’t sure where to turn for help.   
Mike encouraged me to reach out to Friends of the Parks and volunteers.     

 Penn State Master Gardeners:  I have this amazing native plant garden that is 
used for several programs on Native Pollinators and plants.  Sue Weiland and her 
husband, Chris, spent many hours working in the gardens through planting, 
weeding, mulching, and mentoring me.  The compliments on the gardens from 
visitors are awesome, as well as watching the diversity of pollinators.   

Friends of the Parks/Evergreen Conservancy:  One of the biggest challenges as a new educator is learning how to 
interact with the local community to develop programs and build partnerships.  Cindy and Jim Rogers spent hours 
trying to help me understand what programs might work best in Indiana County, how to advertise programming and 
maximize attendance, and feel welcome.  Friends of the Parks was a huge asset in promoting park programming to all 
of Indiana County.  

Friends of Yellow Creek (FOYC) played a pivotal role in helping me to acquire education supplies during the State 
budget crisis last year.  The mountain bike group spent hours repairing a broken bridge to the outdoor classroom for 
stream studies last fall.  FOYC members took time to explain their group’s needs and the unique opportunities they 
provided for park visitors.  We just had our first teen sailing program in May with the IUP Sailing Club.  The mountain 
group had a great volunteer trail maintenance day in April. 

Todd Bird Club helped to open my eyes to the incredible diversity of birds that migrate through or live in               
Yellow Creek State Park.  Their dedication to promoting bird watching and conservation is astounding.  As a result of 
the Todd Bird Club, I was inspired to offer more birding programs such as the Migratory Bird Day Cruise, Duck 
Migration Watch, and a teacher workshop based on Migratory Ducks this Fall. 

PA Game Commission:  When I first met the PA Game Commission Officers, including           
Patrick Snickles,  I was a little intimidated.  As a new EES, I was expected to offer teacher 
workshops which require a lot of planning and knowledge.   I felt like I lacked the ability to do 
both.  Through a few meetings, we put together two Fall Workshops on Growing Up Wild, 
which over 27 teachers attended.  Working with other PGC Officers, like Chris Reidmiller and 
Ned Kimmel to do programs in the community, schools, and the park has been such a rewarding experience.    

Yellow Creek Staff & Volunteers:  I came from a huge park with a staff of over 30 people, so I didn’t get to know         
all my coworkers very well.  At Yellow Creek, we are fully staffed at 12 or 13 people, so we get  
to see each other on a daily basis.  It is an amazing team to work with and learn from.                 
We often work on projects together since we have such a small staff.    

           To ALL I extend my appreciation and THANK YOU! 
3. 

Off guard? 

Solution . . . 

YELLOW CREEK 

STATE PARK 

VALUED 



My great-grandmother sang with the girls of her village as they pulled the flax. 
Songs so old and so tied to the season that the very sound seemed to turn the weather.” 

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS 

1128 Blue Spruce Road, Indiana, PA  15701 . . . 724-463-8636 
 

Rebecca Sterley, FOP Newsletter Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            
 

The Luscious Tomato . . . Various web sources. 
 

The tomato’s scientific name, Lycopersicon esculentum, means “wolfpeach”, and it is a member of the 
nightshade plant family (which also includes eggplant, goji berries, chili peppers and potatoes).  

The tomato is truly a fruit . . . but sadly not the best addition to a lovely, cool summer fruit salad.   
Native to South America ~ earliest ancestors of the plant coming from Peru.  The Aztecs called it xitomatl 

(“plump thing with a navel”) and probably made the 1st salsa – tomatoes with peppers, corn, and salt. 
1544 ~ 1st mention of the tomato in European literature was by Italian physician/botanist Pietro Andrea   

Mattioli.  He called it a pomo d’oro (“golden apple”) - as the tomato then had yellow-golden skin. 
1597 John Gerard wrote about the tomato in “Gerard’s Herbal”.  He believed that it was poisonous even 

though he knew that it was eaten in Italy and Spain.  Because of this, the tomato was considered for 
many years to be poisonous by many people in Britain and the first North American colonies. 

18th Century, tomatoes were cultivated in what is now South Carolina. 
The RIPE tomato itself may not be poisonous, but tomato leaves and stems definitely are.                      
   The leaves/stems of all plants in the nightshade family are poisonous because they contain  
    atropine and other toxic tropane alkaloids.  Unripe, green tomatoes contain small amounts               

    of these toxins so they should NOT be eaten raw.  COOKED & FRIED green tomatoes 
                    are OK . . . and DELICIOUS  for many folks! 

 

 4. 

Explore “Friends of the Parks” at:   http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx 

“September Tomatoes” 
by Karina Borowicz  

The Life of a Tomato 

~ Leah Barton 
Silly tomato, why do you worry? 

No need to live life in a hurry. 
Take time to ripen in the sun, 

swinging on vines and having fun. 
 

Slowly turn from green to red, 
thoughts of freedom in your head. 

You're always in a happy mood, 
unaware you'll soon be food.              

   Black Bean  

         Salsa  

1 can black beans (drain) 
1 can corn (drain) 
1 cubed tomato  
1 cubed avocado  
1 Tbsp minced purple onion (or more) 
Cilantro to taste :)  ~ or not :( 
  * Italian dressing (fat free is fine) 
 * Spice it UP as you desire. 

Combine all but the last 2 * ingredients in a  
large bowl.  Slowly add + taste your favorite 
Italian dressing/spices—and mix.  Serve with 
tortilla or pita chips.  (Experiment: separate 
out a wee bit—add a dash of fresh lime juice 
and see if that adds the zest you desire.) 

http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx
http://hellopoetry.com/poem/1624158/the-life-of-a-tomato/

