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2. Scroll down to the online donation form and click the dropbox in the “Select a Fund” box and select
“Friends of the Parks (Indiana County),” then complete the rest of the form.

q $10 Individual q $15 Family q $25 Sponsor q $50 Super Sponsor q $100 Benefactor q $200 Big Benefactor q $500 Major Benefactor

Email (optional; for occasional announcements)

q Check here if you want your NEWSLETTER sent by email.

Zip
State
City

Address

Indicate your membership category:

YOUR MEMBERSHIP
SUPPORTS OUR
COUNTY PARKS AND
TRAILS AND YELLOW
CREEK STATE PARK.
THANK YOU!
Number in Family
Name

Support Friends of the Parks with your 2018 Membership

Friends of the Parks 2018 Programs
Date / Time

Location

Program Title / Speaker / Description

Date / Time

Location

Program Title / Speaker / Description

1/27/2018
Saturday
6:00 p.m.

Indiana Fire Association
White Township Station
1555 Indian Springs Road
Indiana

A Journey to Easter Island, Patagonia, and the Strait of Magellan — Cindy Rogers —
Journey with Cindy from the most remote island in the world, Easter Island, through Chile
and Argentina’s Patagonia region to the Strait of Magellan. You will learn about the mystery
of the nearly 900 monoliths called Moai created by the Rapa Nui people between 1250 and
1500, and see fjords, jutting mountains, steep cliffs, towering volcanoes, majestic glaciers, alpine
landscapes, and windswept steppes. Please pre-register by calling 724-463-8636.

4/13/2018
Friday
7:00 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental
Learning Center

Skydance: The Dance of the Woodcock — Lisa Meadows — Spring is in the air as one of
PA’s most unusual birds starts its fascinating mating ritual by performing aerial acrobatics.
Come join us for a short discussion and then a wildlife hike (up to 1.5 miles) to check out the
awesome woodcock at Yellow Creek State Park. This program is recommended for ages 8 and
up. Please dress for the weather, wear long pants, hiking shoes, and bring a flashlight.

2/9/2018
Friday
7:00 p.m.

Blue Spruce Park Lodge

Western National Parks - Powerful Nature At Work — Rebecca Sterley — Over millions of
years Earth’s mantle plates collide, volcanoes spew, mountains heave up, rivers cut through
rock, seas come and go, and mountains are reclaimed. It is a never-ending cycle of the power
of nature at work. Highlights include Glen Canyon Dam, Lake Powell, Grand Canyon, Bryce
Canyon, Zion, Yellowstone, and more.

4/21/2018
Saturday
12:00 p.m.

Pine Lodge
Pine Ridge Park

Morel Mushrooms: What, Where, When — Bob Sleigh and the Western PA Mushroom Club
— Morels are one of the most sought after and elusive mushrooms. Slides will illustrate Morels
as well as poisonous look-a-likes. Learn what Morels are, where to find them, and when. Proper
handling, storing, and cooking will also be covered. Pre-registration is required by calling
724-463-8636.

2/10/2018
Saturday
10:30 a.m.

Blue Spruce Park
Lakeside Center

Chili Walk to Warm Up the Winter Blues — Barb Hauge — Come to this kickoff event and
learn about the Indiana County Decathlon from Barb Hauge. Join Barb, Ed Patterson and Ray
Winstead for a winter walk, then warm up with a cup of chili. Earn your first stamp toward
prizes. For information on all the Decathlon programs contact Barb Hauge at
bhauge@upstreetarchitects.com or visit Indiana County Walking Decathlon on Facebook.

4/28/2018
Saturday
2:00 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental
Learning Center

Swamps! What Are They and What Are They Good For? — Dennis Brown — Swamps,
bogs, and marshes are just some of the names for natural wet areas. But wetlands are more
than bug-infested spots in the woods. They are teeming with life and are a necessary part of the
ecosystem. Dennis Brown, retired wildlife biologist with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, will
take you on a tour of the wetlands around Yellow Creek and discuss what makes a swamp and
all the amazing things that call these habitats home.

2/17/2018
Saturday
1:00 p.m.

Blue Spruce Park Lodge

Nature and Well-Being — Don Robertson — A walk in the woods or a walk in the mall? Does
it make any difference? Recent research suggests that nature has special benefits ranging from
stress inoculation to social cohesion. Creation and preservation of the natural environment is
more than an aesthetic choice; it is an important component of well-being. In this lecture, the
benefits of nature for psychological well-being, implications for planning, and the impact of loss
of natural environment will be discussed.

5/5/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.

Memorial Park Gazebo
Yoga in the Park — Missy Casses, Fiona Murphy & Ed Stancombe — Author and yoga instructor
S. 6th & Washington Street Missy Casses will lead an engaging class aimed at teaching techniques of breathing and yoga
Indiana
to kids and their parents! Kids will experience a love of literacy, movement, and fun through a
light and relaxed atmosphere. Also, join yoga instructors Fiona Murphy and Ed Stancombe in
the center of the park for a separate outdoor yoga experience.

2/23/2018
Friday
7:00 p.m.

Blue Spruce Park Lodge

Exploring the Highlands of Honduras in Search of New Species — Josiah Townsend — Join
Joe for a virtual expedition through the tropical cloud forests of Honduras, where he leads you
in search of undiscovered species of amphibians and reptiles. Trek through rural Latin America
and learn what it takes to search out and discover new species in remote rainforests, and be
among the first to hear about the most recent findings.

5/5/2018
Saturday
11:00 a.m.

Waterworks
Conservation Area
768 Waterworks Road
Indiana

3/3/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.

Nature Works Farm
3741 Route 56 East
Homer City, PA

Planning for a Year-Round Vegetable Garden — Cassandra & Bob Madden — March is
when most folks start feeling antsy about getting outdoors to work in their gardens. While the
weather may not be cooperating, it’s the perfect time to plan for a bountiful year-long harvest.
In this workshop, we will discuss crop timing and succession planting for spring, summer, and
fall crops. We will also cover season extension tips, techniques, and supplies that help keep the
garden producing all year long. Participants are welcome to browse our greenhouses and seedstarting set-up.

Understanding the Urban Watershed: Why Marsh Run Has Flash Floods — Katie
Farnsworth — While Indiana is not a large urban center, we do experience many of the same
problems with water runoff and water quality that our larger urban neighbors face. Come and
learn about the Marsh Run monitoring program that started in the summer of 2016, how small
urban streams react to storm events, and what we can do to help reduce the flooding impacts
on Marsh Run. We will also have hands-on demonstrations of stream monitoring methods, a
stream table to learn how streams work, and more!

5/12/2018
Saturday
1:00 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental
Learning Center

Geocaching — Cindy Rogers — Evergreen Conservancy will present an introduction to
geocaching and the Indiana County Eco Tour Geo Trail. Attendees will learn the basics of
geocaching and will be given passports to begin their very own adventure! We will also go
hunting for nearby geocaches. If you have a GPS device, bring it along.

5/13/2018
Sunday
2:00 p.m.

Blue Spruce Park Lodge

Mother’s Day Wildflower Walk & Tea — Cindy Rogers — Join Cindy for a walk to identify
the wildflowers growing in the area and learn about their uses. After the walk enjoy treats and
beverages using some of the plants you’ve just seen. Please pre-register by calling 724-463-8636.

5/19/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.

White Township
Municipal Building
950 Indian Springs Road
Indiana

Flooding, Flowers, and French Drains: Dealing with Excess Water When It Rains—
Stormwater Education Partnership — See first-hand various ways to prevent flooding on your
property. Learn how to build a rain barrel and have a chance to win one! Discover which plants
work well and how to manage them as they grow. Tour White Township’s rain garden plus learn
what and how to plant along streams. Check out informative displays and get your questions
answered. Rain or shine, so wear appropriate clothing.

5/19/2018
Saturday
1:30 p.m.

Old Smicksburg Park
Smicksburg, PA

History Walk at Old Smicksburg Park — Ed Patterson — In this program we will stroll the
former streets of Old Smicksburg to learn about the compelling history of this once thriving
19th century village. We will also venture to the Smicksburg Museum to view the displays and
artifacts that help preserve the town’s unique heritage. Come dressed for walking.

3/10/2018
Saturday
2:00 p.m.

Kinter Farm
Musser Road, Indiana

Maple Sugaring at Kinter Farm — Kinter Family — Our very popular maple sugaring event.
Come to the farm to see and learn all about maple sugaring. It’s fun and educational for the
entire family. Call 724-463-8636 if you need directions.

3/11/2018
Sunday
2:00 p.m.

Kinter Farm
Musser Road, Indiana

Maple Sugaring at Kinter Farm — Kinter Family — A second opportunity to enjoy this
popular family event.

3/17/2018
Saturday
9:15 a.m.

Blue Spruce Park Lodge

Celtic Spirituality and Nature: A Nature Writing Workshop — Jan Woodard — Columnist
Jan Woodard will discuss the role of nature in Celtic spirituality before and after the arrival of
St. Patrick in Ireland and suggest guidelines for writing a piece of the participant’s choice. Dress
appropriately to step outside into the natural world before writing, weather permitting. Bring a
pen and notebook. No previous writing experience is needed.

3/17/2018
Saturday
7:00 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental
Learning Center

Big Night for Salamanders — Lisa Meadows & Ed Patterson — Cool, wet spring nights are a
great time to see the salamander migration at Yellow Creek State Park. Come join us for a short
presentation on our springtime salamanders and then drive over to the park to check out their
migration to lay eggs in vernal pools. Please dress for the weather, wear waterproof shoes, and
bring a flashlight. This program is for ages 10 & up. You must pre-register by emailing Lisa
Meadows at limeadows@pa.gov.

6/2/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.

State Game Land 174
Bear Run

Bringing Back the Brookies — Adam Cotchen — Join Indiana County Conservation District
Manager Adam Cotchen for a tour of nine major phases of abandoned mine drainage (AMD)
treatment system construction and land reclamation completed in the Bear Run Watershed.
Learn about the various AMD treatment techniques being utilized to restore native brook trout
to this scenic watershed that until recently was severely degraded from historic mining. Preregistration is required by emailing Lisa Meadows by Thursday, May 31, at limeadows@pa.gov.

3/24/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental
Learning Center

Introduction to Beekeeping — Nathan Williams — Beekeeping can be a fascinating hobby
that can be started at anytime in your life. There are several things to consider before getting
started. Join beekeeper Nathan Williams and learn about keeping bees, the equipment used, the
products bees produce, and some of the current challenges involved in beekeeping.

6/9/2018
Saturday
1:30 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Office

Salamander Safari — Lisa Meadows — Join Park Educator Lisa Meadows to explore Laurel
Run for salamanders and other critters. Wear shoes that can get wet. It’s great fun for the whole
family. Pre-registration is required at limeadows@pa.gov.

3/31/2018
Saturday
8:00 a.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Office

Bird Walk - Todd Bird Club — Margaret & Roger Higbee — Join the Todd Bird Club as they
look for migrating waterfowl on Yellow Creek Lake. The wide variety of water birds makes
this one of the top five birding destinations in PA. We will meet at the park office and drive to
several locations near the lake for short walks. Bring your binoculars and bird books or use ours.

6/16/2018
Saturday
7:30 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental Learning
Center

Campfire Songs, Food & Fun — Anthony Frazier — Join Anthony Frazier for a good
old-fashioned summer’s evening campfire and sing-along while you roast hot dogs and
marshmallows on the campfire. It’s great fun for the entire family.

4/6/2018
Friday
7:00 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental
Learning Center

Creating Habitat for Wildlife: Kestrel Boxes — Patrick Snickles — Learn how to create
suitable habitat for kestrels, some of PA’s smallest falcons. Join Patrick Snickles, Information
and Education Supervisor from the PA Game Commission, for a short discussion on kestrels,
after which attendees will have the chance to build kestrel boxes for the park. Pre-registration
required by emailing Lisa Meadows by April 1 at limeadows@pa.gov.

6/22/2018
Friday
6:30 p.m.

Indiana Community
Garden
at Mack Park

Family Fun at the Indiana Community Garden — Chloe Drew & Kay Snyder — See what’s
growing at the Indiana Community Garden and get answers to gardening questions. Learn
about plants, bugs, worms, bats, composting, rain barrels, and much more through hands-on
activities for all ages. Enjoy music, games, crafts, face painting, and food samples!

4/7/2018
Saturday
1:00 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental
Learning Center

Finding Your Inner Child - Adult Salamander Walk — Lisa Meadows & Ed Patterson —
Remember the fun you had looking for salamanders, snakes, and turtles as a kid? In this
program you will have the opportunity to relive those days of your youth in a search of the
wetlands and woodlands of Yellow Creek. This program is only for adults ages 18 and over.
There will be a family salamander program later in the summer. Pre-register for the program by
emailing Lisa by April 1 at limeadows@pa.gov.

6/23/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.

Stake Church
South Harmony Road
Penn Run

Colonial Herb Garden and Pollinator Tour — Sue Weiland & Lisa Meadows — Join PSU
Master Gardener Susan Weiland and Park Educator Lisa Meadows to learn how the colonists
grew herbs to enhance their food and treat maladies, and learn how pollinators benefit from native
herbs. We will meet at the Stake Church Herb Garden located across from Stake Church off South
Harmony Road in Penn Run. Best suited for ages 8 and up. If you need directions please email
Lisa Meadows at limeadows@pa.gov or call the park office at 724-357-7913 before 6/22.

6/30/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.
& 1:00 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Day Use Area
Boat Rental

Paddling the Lake: Intro to Kayaking — Emily Borcz & Lisa Meadows — Join Lisa Meadows
and Emily Borcz for kayak instruction and a 2 hour paddle on Yellow Creek Lake. For ages 12
and up; those 17 and under must be accompanied by an adult or guardian. Program is limited
to the first 15 people for each time period. You must pre-register at limeadows@pa.gov and
indicate if you will need to use our kayaks.

Intro to Archery for Adults and Youth Archery — Brittany Smith & Lisa Meadows — 11:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. Kids ages 9-14 will learn how to
correctly and safely shoot bows and arrows. Certified NADA instructors will teach the basic skills and the proper shooting techniques needed to
safely enjoy the sport of archery. Parents must sign a release form. Pre-register by 7/7 at limeadows@pa.gov.
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Adults ages 18 & up are invited to learn the basic skills and proper shooting techniques that are needed to safely enjoy the
sport of archery. All equipment will be provided. Pre-register by 7/7 at limeadows@pa.gov.

8/3/2018
Friday
7:30 p.m.

Blue Spruce Park
Lakeside Center

Creatures of the Night: Bats — Lisa Meadows — Check out the winged creatures of the night - bats! Bats have a double-sided reputation. They are
excellent for ridding humans of night time pests but are also greatly misunderstood. We will meet at Lakeside Center for a short lecture and then
drive to a private residence nearby to watch our friendly neighborhood bats head out for a night of bug hunting. Please bring a lawn chair, flashlight,
and dress for the weather.

8/11/2018
Saturday
9:00 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental
Learning Center

Bioluminescent Fungi Walk: Mushrooms that Glow in the Dark — Shane Miller — Venture with us as we explore the trails in a hunt for the
illusive bioluminescent fungi. On this journey, we will be hiking nearly 3/4 of a mile along dark trails. Space is limited for this special night hike. We
recommend bringing a folding chair, water, and insect repellent. This program is for ages 10 and up, and pre-registration is required by emailing Lisa
Meadows at limeadows@pa.gov.

8/25/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.
& 1:00 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Day Use Area
Boat Rental

Intro to Paddleboarding — Emily Borcz & Lisa Meadows — Check out the newest outdoor activity: Paddleboarding! Join Emily Borcz and
Lisa Meadows for paddleboard instruction and a 2 hour paddle on Yellow Creek Lake. This program is for ages 12 and up; 17 and under must
be accompanied by an adult/guardian. The program is limited to the first 8 people who sign up for each time period. You must pre-register at
limeadows@pa.gov and indicate if you will need to use our paddleboard.

9/1/2018
Saturday
1:00 p.m.

Eliza Furnace
Vintondale

Pennsylvania History in Story and Song — Van Wagner — The ever engaging Van Wagner returns to the Eliza Furnace to offer a presentation of
stories and songs that offer a unique presentation on Pennsylvania’s history and the role that our region played in the establishment of ‘Penn’s Woods.’
Bring a chair or blanket.

9/8/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental
Learning Center

Turning Timbers II — Chris Weiland — Join artist and woodworker Chris Weiland for a demonstration of carving and turning on the lathe using
wood harvested from the park’s fallen trees and discarded picnic tables. His latest works using these materials include a series of sculptural planters
and pedestal bases made for the Native Species and Herb Gardens of the park. This program is best suited for teens and adults.

9/8/2018
Saturday
1:00 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Lakeview Pavilion

Edible and Medicinal Plants — Dana Driscoll — Join herbalist and wild food forager Dana Driscoll for a plant walk exploring the edible and
medicinal plants at Yellow Creek State Park. We’ll explore many plants and trees that can be used for a variety of purposes. The plant walk will focus
on abundant invasive species and how we might “eat the invaders,” but will also cover some abundant native plants. Foraging ethics, safety, and
preparation will also be discussed.

9/15/2018
Saturday
7:00 p.m.

Blue Spruce Park
Lakeside Center

Owl Prowl — Lisa Meadows — Learn about the wonderful owls that prowl the night woods in Pennsylvania. After a short discussion we will leave
the Lakeside Center to search for these night flying creatures. Bring a flashlight and dress for the weather. This program is best suited for ages 6 and
up.

9/29/2018
Saturday
1:30 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental
Learning Center

Connecting with Nature through Citizen Science — Erin Janetski — Learn about the fun and unique ways you and your family can connect
with nature while contributing to ongoing scientific research! By observing birds in your own backyard, reviewing trail cam data from the comfort
of your own home, or assisting in stream sampling in your local community, there are plenty of ways that the average citizen can make meaningful
contributions to scientific research. This program will include stream sampling so please dress for the weather! Boots, waders, and sampling
equipment will be provided.

10/6/2018
Saturday
1:00 p.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Day Use Area
Boat Rental

Fall Foliage by Boat — Lisa Meadows — Spend the afternoon on a leisurely tour to see the spectacular fall scenery around Yellow Creek Lake.
Program is limited to ages 8 and up; under 17 must be accompanied by an adult, and there is a limit of 4 people per reservation. You must preregister by emailing Lisa Meadows at limeadows@pa.gov.

10/13/2018
Saturday
11:00 a.m.

Levity Brewing,
Noble Stein Brewing &
Disobedient Spirits

Spirits Along the Hoodlebug — Various — Fundraising Event for the Hoodlebug Trail - Join us for a fun walk for the trail. Event begins at Levity
Brewing. Next we’ll travel to Noble Stein Brewing and then walk the trail to Disobedient Spirits. Fee for the event is $25 per person and includes
shuttle, samples* and beverage maker talk at each location. Please register online at disobedientspirits.com/hoodlebug.
* samples of alcohol available for those 21 years & older.

10/20/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.

Blue Spruce Park
Pavilion #4

Autumn Tree Walk — Mike Tyree — Join IUP Professor Mike Tyree for a guided hike at Blue Spruce Park to see the beautiful colors of our woods.
Pennsylvania is considered one of the premier places to see autumn colors at their peak. Recommended for ages 8 and up.

11/3/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.

Yellow Creek State Park
Environmental
Learning Center

Holiday Greenery Workshop — Sue Weiland — Create a centerpiece for your home from local greens and dried plant materials from last summer’s
garden (material provided or bring your favorites to share). Festive yet natural, you will assemble your individual arrangements under Sue’s guidance.
Get yourself into the holiday mood. Workshop limited to the first 12 adults who register. You must pre-register by emailing Lisa Meadows at
limeadows@pa.gov before 10/24/2018.

Information About the Programs
Who can attend the programs? We welcome families and individuals. Most programs can
accommodate organized groups — please call to see if space is available.
Must I register? Knowing how many people will attend helps us to prepare the best
program for you. Some programs have limited space, therefore only registered persons
may attend. If a program is cancelled, we will make every effort to contact those registered.
Email the address or call the number indicated in the program description to register.
How long are the programs? Programs usually last from 1 to 2 hours, unless noted.

Yellow Creek State Park

Yellow Creek State Park
Woodland Pavilion
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7/14/2018
Saturday
11:00 a.m.
& 1:00 p.m.

w w w. i n d i a n a c o u n t y p a r k s . o rg

Landscaping for Wildlife with Native Plants — Ed Donley — Experience a home landscape that is designed to benefit wildlife, including ponds,
meadows, flower beds, and a bog garden. Learn how native plants support pollinators, caterpillars, birds, and small mammals. Discover ways to make
your own suburban or rural landscape an integral part of nature’s food web. Take home some free native flower seedlings to enhance your garden.
Please pre-register at 724-463-8636.
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Program Title / Speaker / Description

Donley Property
1243 Five Points Road
Indiana

OF THE

Location

7/14/2018
Saturday
10:00 a.m.

F RIENDS

Date / Time

For additional information or to pre-register for a program, call:
For Yellow Creek State Park programs:
(724) 357-7913
Additional program listings for Yellow Creek can be found each week in the Indiana
Gazette or at www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/findapark/yellowcreek
For Indiana County Parks & Trails programs:
(724) 463-8636
Our newsletters and schedule are available under Friends of the Parks at
www.indianacountyparks.org or by scanning this code

Is there a fee? Programs are offered free of charge unless indicated.
How do I get there? Directions to various program locations are available at
indianacountyparks.org. Follow the link to Friends of the Parks or get directions to
program sites by calling 724-463-8636.
Friends of the Parks is a volunteer, non-profit organization dedicated to providing quality
environmental education programs in the Indiana County Parks & Trails and Yellow Creek
State Park.
Program Suggestions. If you have a program idea or would like to present a program for
Friends of the Parks, please call Indiana County Parks & Trails at 724-463-8636 with your
suggestion.

Find us on Facebook and ‘like us” if you would like
a weekly reminder of upcoming programs.
Support for Friends of the Parks comes from organizations, businesses, and individuals
like yourself who care about quality environmental programming for Indiana County. Your
support is vital to helping us accomplish our goal.

FRIENDS OF THE PARKS
1128 Blue Spruce Road
Indiana, PA 15701

How should I dress? Dress appropriately for the outdoors and for walking. Most programs
are held regardless of the weather.

Photos courtesy of Ed Patterson, Jim Reber and
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

