Indiana County Parks ~ Yellow Creek State Park
Wild Columbine

"Spring drew on . . . and a greenness grew over those brown beds, which,
freshening daily, suggested the thought that Hope traversed them at night,
and left each morning brighter traces of her steps." ~ Charlotte Bronte

April, May, June 2018

Connect your family to the Natural World! SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, June 2, 2018
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. RAIN
or SHINE

Family Nature Palooza . . . at

Blue Spruce Park
1128 Blue Spruce Road, Indiana, PA 15701
Please share this
event information
with family and
friends!

`

Sponsored by the Children's Advisory Commission of Indiana County’s “TEEN TAKE
OVER” Committee. This is a “fun” day that offers parents and their children the opportunity
to reduce their screen time! Enjoy beautiful local parks and trails. Play together.
Be physically active outside. Learn about many local PA agencies and organizations
that promote healthy living and outdoor activities. Water will be available. If your child has
special dietary food/snack needs, please take those items with you.
. . . . . Need further information? Call 724-463-8200 Ext. 8, Kathy Abbey-Baker. . . . .
On June 19, 1935 Graham Netting from the Carnegie Museum was in the Indiana
area, most likely visiting R.W. Wehrle, and recorded Seal Salamanders in a location
described as Coleman Hill . . . White’s Woods. Ed Patterson (director of Indiana County
Parks & Trails) thoroughly enjoys flipping rocks to see what creature might call a rock’s
underside home. Over many years Ed searched all over White’s Woods to find a Seal
Salamander, but to no avail. March 14, 2018 was a cold 27-degree, snowy, blustery day.
Fleeing cabin fever on his day off, Ed headed out to White’s Woods . . . just to see what
might be out and about. When Ed came across a spring seep area he felt compelled to
flip a few rocks . . . and finally . . .
voilà . . . Seal Salamanders!
“83 years after Netting was in the area
it is neat to know that Seal Salamanders
Ed Patterson
are still here.” Netting would be pleased!

“The sky has given over its bitterness. Out of the dark change
all day long rain falls and falls as if it would never end. . . .

1.

Something in the world of nature that is unusual for Indiana, PA . . .
the presence of a population of Fish Crows. They have been seen near and on the IUP campus,
Indiana Feed and Supply area (Water St.), Lowe’s Home Improvement and Michael’s Craft Store (both along
Ben Franklin Rd). Fish Crows are more common in other areas of the state where there are rivers and large
streams. Why this population settled in Indiana, PA no one seems to know. Fish Crows are native to the
Atlantic seaboard and have been slowly winging their way west into Pennsylvania.
American Crow (AC) and Fish Crow (FC) are nearly identical to each other. Main distinguishing feature = the call.
EYES: AC Dark brown. FC Dark brown.
BEAK: AC Thick, straight, sturdy. FC Slimmer than A. Crow; some have a small sharp hook on end of the upper bill.
LEGS: AC Sturdy long black legs, longer than legs of the Fish Crow. FC Appear to have shorter legs when walking.
LENGTH: AC 16 in –20 in, almost half of which is tail. FC 14 in – 16 in.
SIZE & SHAPE: AC Large, thick-necked bird. Slightly larger, and longer-legged than Fish Crow.
FC Standard crow shape: hefty, well-proportioned, broad wings. At rest, Fish Crows’ wings fall short of their
medium-length, square tails.
FEATHERS: AC All-black bird; scaly pattern over entire back; tail feathers square-tipped; old feathers brownish,
new ones glossy black; feathers covering nostrils and base of bill. FC A more silky, smooth plumage. Black with
upperparts having a blue or blue-green sheen, while underparts have a more greenish sheen.
FLIGHT: AC Wings fairly broad, rounded with wingtip feathers spread like fingers. Short tail rounded or squared off
at end. Flight style unique - a patient, methodical flapping rarely broken up with glides. Wingspan up to 39 inches.
FC Glides in flight for short distances, wings held up in moderate dihedral (upward angle from horizontal), possibly
as a display, especially just before landing within sight of other Fish Crows, on or off territory. Wingspan: 33+/- in.
CALL: AC Burry, full-throated ‘CaaW!-CaaW!-CaaW’! A. Crows do not hunch or fluff throat feathers when call.
FC Give their distinctive nasal calls from the ground ~ often puff out their neck and body feathers, forming a
distinctive, ragged ruff on the throat. Calls are often in short pairs of ‘cah-cah’. They also make an even shorter,
higher-pitched call when in large groups, when perched or in flight.
FOOD: AC Almost anything ~ earthworms, insects, small animals, seeds, fruit; garbage, carrion, bird eggs/chicks.
FC Omnivorous ~ small crustaceans (crabs, shrimp, other invertebrates), stranded fish, live fish if the situation
favors their capture, eggs and nestlings of birds, small reptiles, fruits of many trees, peanuts, grains, as well as
human scraps where available.
HABITAT: AC Fields, open woodlands, forests, agricultural fields, lawns, parking lots, athletic fields, roadsides, towns,
city garbage dumps. Thrive around people. FC Typically live along the Atlantic coast, and inland along major
freshwater rivers and lakes. Often in towns and cities near parks, docks, and landfills. They share many habitats with
American Crows.

Fish Crow
Corvus ossifragus

American Crow
Corvus brachyrhynchos

French fry
thief!

Source: Visit the
Cornell Lab
of Ornithology

. . . Still the snow keeps its hold on the ground.
But water, water from a thousand runnels! . . .
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By Ed Patterson, Rebecca Sterley
and web sources.

Wild Columbine ~ Rebecca Sterley

(Various web sources)

Arrival of the genus Aquilegia into North America is a recent event occurring
10,000 to 40,000 years ago during the Pleistocene. Columbines crossed into North America
from Asia over the Bering land bridge that connected the two continents during that period.
A progenitor columbine began to radiate rapidly out of Alaska and throughout the North
American continent. As the columbines were moving throughout the continent, new species
developed. As with Darwin’s finches, columbines developed similar but differently shaped
and colored flowers in response to newly encountered habitats and pollinators.
They developed different positions for presenting their flowers, sepals, and spurs,
and different spur shapes in response to their primary pollinator.
Etymological Meaning of the Columbine Flower The root of the name columbine
~ Columba ~ is Latin and means dove. But the columbine’s true Latin name is Aquilegia which
translates to mean eagle. It was so named because the spurs of this flower
reminded some observers of the talons of an eagle, and like the eagle the
Petal
columbine has evolved to survive perfectly in its unique environment.
Meaningful Botanical Characteristics of the Columbine Flower
Spur
The spurs of the columbine flowers which are the elongated petals that
hang below the flower have evolved to their particular varied lengths to
attract pollinators in the area where they grow. Some spurs are longer than
others, some are fat and some are thin! This is attributed to the fact that
early in the cell division development of the spurs – where the nectar is
stored – the cells stop dividing and lengthen to accommodate certain
pollinators. These include hummingbirds, moths, butterflies and bees.
The genus of the columbine is ranunculaceae or the more commonly known buttercup.

Sepal

Seed
Capsule

Wild Columbine: A herbaceous perennial. Height: Tall stems 2-3 feet.
The intrigue
Bloom Color: Red and yellow (other colors in different areas of the USA).
is watching
Foliage: Delicate, with compound leaves - fernlike in their habit of growth
the beautiful,
and look like modified three leaf clovers with loosely lobed leaves.
Bloom Time: May - June. Native Status: Native to eastern North America. complicated
bud unfold!
Habitat: Grows naturally in rocky, wooded or open slopes, shaded or
Thank You
open woods, often around cliffs, rock outcrops, and forest edge.
Prefers part shade but does well in full sun. Spreads by self-seeding.
Creator!
Species: At least sixty. Bird benefit: Hummingbird attractant!
When kayaking on Yellow Creek Lake I see
Wild Columbine growing on the rocky cliffs that are on the
north side of the lake - across from the boat rental area.
It is amazing that these tiny seeds tumbled down or
were wind-blown or bird droppings that fell into the
narrow rock crevices, took root and flourished.
A lovely wonder!

Amazing
design!
. . . It collects swiftly, dappled with black
cuts a way for itself through green ice in the gutters. . . .

. . .
. .
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FRIENDS OF THE PARKS
1128 Blue Spruce Road, Indiana, PA 15701 . . . 724-463-8636
Rebecca Sterley, FOP Newsletter Editor
Explore “Friends of the Parks” at: http://www.indianacountyparks.org/friends-of-the-park.aspx

From “April Days”
“After the epigaea and the hepatica have blossomed,
there is a slight pause among the wild-flowers,
- these two forming a distinct prologue for their annual drama,
as the brilliant witch-hazel in October brings up its separate with everything,
and then to begin again with éclat . . .
Each species seems to burst upon us with a united impulse;
you may search for it day after day in vain,
but the day when you find one specimen
the spell is broken and you find twenty.
By the end of April all the margins of the great poem of the woods
are illuminated with these exquisite vignettes.”
Thomas Wentworth Higginson was an American Unitarian minister,
author, abolitionist, and soldier. He was active in the American Abolitionism
movement during the 1840s and 1850s. 1823-1911, Cambridge, MA.

Spring Thunder ~ Mark Van Doren
Listen, the wind is still,
and far away in the night ~
See! The uplands fill
with a running light.

Epigaea

Hepatica

Epigaea repens ~ Also known as mayflower or trailing arbutus.
A low, spreading shrub in the Ericaceae (heath, heather) family.
Found from Newfoundland to Florida, west to Kentucky and
the Northwest Territories.

Open the doors. It is warm;
and where the sky was clear ~
Look! The head of a storm
that marches here!
Come under the trembling hedge ~
Fast, although you fumble...
There! Did you hear the

edge of winter
crum
ble.

Hepatica ~ Also known as liverleaf, or liverwort. It is a genus
of herbaceous perennials in the buttercup family. Native to central
and northern Europe, Asia and eastern North America. “Hepatica
should be included under Anemone because of similarities both in
molecular attributes and other shared morphologies.” Wikipedia

. . . Drop after drop it falls from the withered grass-stems
of the overhanging embankment.”

The Spring Storm - American Poet William Carlos Williams 1883-1963
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